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GATES AND KEYS TO MATTHEW. 
A FOREWORD. 


We must go through the gate before we go 
through the door, enter the yard before we enter 
the house. Let us see if this intervening history 
is not a gate to Matthew. 

The Bridge When we cease reading the Old Testa- 
Between. ment and take up the New, it is like en- 
tering a new world. This period we are about 
to study is not a “dark valley between two sun- 
lit mountains” nor “‘a blank leaf in the book 
of religious progress.” It is rather an illum- 
inated bridge stretching from the records of the 
Old Theocracy closed by Malachi to the proc- 
lamation of the “Kingdom of Heaven,” by 
Matthew. A\s an introduction to the study of 
the New Testament, it has never received from 
the Protestant world the attention it deserves. 

When we left Malachi we were in a Persian 
Era; entering Matthew we stand in a Roman 
world. We pass from a Palestine under Oni- 
ental rule, a land sparsely settled and a people 
poor and struggling under burdens of injustice, 
into a land under Occidental rule, to find a 
country teeming with a large population and a 
people rich and prosperous under the protecting 
hand of Roman justice. God’s changeless pur- 
pose for the race is that they should march with- 


out halt, to the final consummation in a perfect- 
ed humanity. Are these silent years simply a 
rude break in God's revelation? 

The value of this intervening history is 
heightened by the fact that Matthew is pecu- 
liarly the gospel of the past, the gospel of ful- 
fillment; so that, while the closing chapters of 
Malachi stretch forward toward Matthew, the 
opening chapters of Matthew reach backward 
toward Malachi. It will certainly then be in- 
structive to stand between the Old Order and 
the New, and reach out either way to gather 
the threads, and in this loom of time weave 
them into a consistent whole. 

In this long stretch of about 400 years, 
Political the “Holy Land” saw five distinct political 
Periods. periods: the Persian, ending 330 B. C.; the 

Grecian, ending 167 B. C.; the Maccabaean, 
ending 141 B. C.; the Hasmonian, ending 63 
B. C.; and the Roman, with Herod the Great 
on the throne of Judea, at the birth of Christ, 
B. C. 4. 





GATES TO MATTHEW. 
OR 
THE YEARS BETWEEN THE TESTA- 
MENTS. 


God give us men. A time like this demands 
Strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands: 
Men whom the lust of office does not kill; 
Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy; 
Men who possess opinions and a will; 
Men who have honor—men who will not lie; 
Men who can stand before a demagogue 
And scorn his treacherous flatteries without winking; 
Tall men sun-crowned, who live above the fog 
In public duty, and in private thinking. 
—Anon. 


GATES TO THE BOOK. 
CHAPTER I. 
PATRIOTISM. 


Before we go far into this history, we find 
the dominant power that shapes the Jewish 
world of these eventful times, to be patriotism. 
The Jews were trained for a thousand years in 
the laws of religious separation. They were 
fired by the prophets with a patriotic enthusi- 
asm, religious as it was national and exclusive; a 
patriotism intensified by persecution and a re- 
ligion baptized with blood. 

Why should we wonder that every Jew 
The in foreign lands prayed with face turned 
Return. toward Jerusalem, and that their sweet 
singer in captivity voiced their heart in the 
words: “If I forget thee, Oh, Jerusalem, let my 
right hand forget her cunning; if I do not re- 
member thee, Jet my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth.”—Ps. 137:5. It was this burning 
patriotism that moved the 42,360 exiles, by the 
permission of Cyrus and under the leadership of 
Zerubbabel, to leave a land rich and prosperous 
and undergo the hardships of a long journey, 
and though finding the land poverty stricken 
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and surrounded and overrun by enemies, to un- 
dertake, with a sword in one hand and a trowel 
in the other, to restore the ruins of the “Holy 
City.” 

Than that of Nehemiah, there are few ex- 
Ill-guided amples of loftier patriotism. If Ezra erred, 
Patriotism. jit was because of his love for his nation 

and on the side of holy zeal for a complete 
religious separation. His policy nurtured race 
pride rather than the sanctification for which it 
was intended. ‘The result in after years was 
the “holier than thou” Pharisee. 

Let us note one illustration in this period of 
An Example. j]l-guided patriotism—a patriotism that 

exalted ceremonial law at the expense of moral 
character. Two brothers, Joshua and Judas, 
each aspired to the office of High Priest, and in 
a fit of jealousy, Joshua was slain by his broth- 
er. A Persian officer was refused entrance on 
the ground that he was an unclean Gentile. 
Note in his answer how a heathen mounted high 
above the churchman: “Am I not better than 
the dead body of him you have slain in the tem- 
ple>” 

In 330 B. C., Palestine came under the Gre- 
What Con- cian power. Historians tell us Alexan- 
quered The der conquered the world, but it were more 
World? correct to say, Grecian philosophers con- 

quered the world, and truer still, the Grecian 
language conquered the world. He was not 


Patriotism. 11 


a victor in a true sense for the world conquered 

him. It was the age in which the individual 

life is lost in the dazzling light of national glory. 

The Personal morality may have been at 

Nation. a low ebb, national honor was not. The 

invincible Alexander ordered that Jadua, the 

High Priest, so Josephus tells us, should come 

to his aid at the Siege of Tyre. The answer 

is worthy the race that never broke a treaty 

agreement: “I gave oath to Darius; I will 

not transgress this whilst Darius is in the land 

of the living.” Thanks to their patriotism, no 

traitor’s name mars the record pages of their 

national honor. After the death of Alexander 

the empire was divided into four kingdoms and 

Judea became the buffer state between them. 

After about a hundred years of Egyptian rule, 

the land passed 198 B. C. into the hands of 
Syria. 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE RISING OF THE MACCABEES. 


Antiochus the Great, with capital at Antioch, 
“‘The Madman.’ made the land subject to a line of 
Syrian kings. They divided the land into five 
provinces, viz.: Galilee, Samaria and Judae, on 
the west side of Jordan, and Trachonitis and 
Peraea of the east side. Then comes the rule 
of Antiochus Epiphanes, called the ““Madman’”’ 
by the Jews, that puts on every Jewish patriot 
a hard test of his loyalty to his country. The 
main purpose of this king was to “‘Hellenize”’ 
(make Greek) or, in other words, paganize the 
Jewish nation. Appointing a puppet High 
Priest, Jason, his first step was to enroll them 
as citizens of Antioch. Jerusalem was plun- 
dered, the inhabitants enslaved, sacrifices to Ju- 
piter were made on the altars of Jehovah, and 
under threats of death the people were ordered 
to jon in the heathen worship. But the “‘Des- 
olation of Abomination,” as prophesied by 
Daniel, came on the 25th of Chisleu (Decem- 
ber) 168 B. C., when a sow was offered on the 
great altar and the liquor sprinkled over every 
sacred part of the holy temple! Forty thous- 
and perished in these fierce persecutions, but a 
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remnant remained who, like ‘their martyred 
brethren, were ready to give their lives for the 
redemption of the “Holy City.” 


THE MACCABAEAN FAMILY. 


But salvation came, as it often does, from an 
unexpected quarter. About fifteen miles from 
Jerusalem there lived a country priest named 
Mattathius. An edict had been issued by the 
Syrian power for the suppression of the Jewish 
religion. The ultimate aim, no doubt, was the 
extermination of the Jewish race. Entering 

Mattathius. this little village where dwelt Mattathius 
and his five valiant sons, the Syrian officers built 
a heathen altar and ordered the priest to set a 
proper example before the Jewish community, 
by offering sacrifice upon it. A miserable time- 
serving Jew stepped forth to obey and like a 
thunderbolt the strong arm of Mattathius struck 
him to the ground. The ranking Syrian officer 
interfered only to be served likewise. The 
smouldering indignation of years broke forth 
like a volcano. The five heroic sons leaped to 
the help of the father and in answer to the war 
call: ““To the hills for Judaea,”’ the village no- 
bly responded. The die is cast and the war for 
Jewish independence is on. 

The father soon broke under tthe weight of 
years, but when dying, he designated the third 
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Five Noble son, Judas, as “mighty and strong,” and 
Sons. fit to lead in the sacred defence of home 


| 


and altar. 

Judas, afterwards fondly called “Macca- 
bee,” (hammer) gave that name to the family. 
And such a family as it was! The flames of 
a holy patriotism had burned from their souls 
all jealousy of each other, all personal ambi- 
tion, and every selfish desire. Wise in plans 
and swift in execution as they were, their no- 
bility of character shines above their genius for 
war. Read the thrilling story in the books of 
the Maccabees and learn the secret of their in- 
vincible power in the reply of Judas to the 

) question of how, with their little army, they 
could meet the multitudes of the Syrians. “They 


come,” says he, “‘to destroy us, our wives, and 


our children—we fight for our lives and our 
laws.” Let us go a step further into the secret, 
and discover how this power of a just cause is 
made holy, and thus reinforced with the sense 
of the presence of the omnipotent God. The 
following words of Judas have in them the dy- 
namics of the unconquerable Cromwell to 
his “Ironsides”: ‘“With the God of heaven it 
is all one to deliver with a multitude and with 
a small company.” 


The Struggle and the Victory. 15 


CHAPTER III. 
THE STRUGGLE AND THE VICTORY. 


Army after army had gone down in defeat 

Victory of before the fierce onset of the Jews, and 

Judas to insure utter annihilation of the little 

Maccabaeus. Judaean army, 40,000 footmen and 

7,000 horsemen, the flower of the Syrian army, 

were marched into the “Holy Land.” Barely 

6,000 Jewish patriots had answered Judah's 

call and stood on tthe heights of Maspha over- 
looking the desolation of the “Holy City.” 

This greatest of the Maccabees speaks to 

them words that savor of the days of Gideon. 

In substance, the thrilling message is as follows: 

A Gideon ‘My brothers, this is a march to victory or 

Bahd. to death. Let those who ought to live and 

those who are afraid, fall out of line.” Only 

3,000 remain! Now comes one of the most 

inspiring scenes in all the annals of war. Un- 

der the mighty stroke of the “Hammer,” the 

Syrian hosts are broken and scattered and Ju- 

daea’s remnant marched through the valley sing- 

ing their national anthem, the 136th Psalm. 

The next year an army of 65,000 marches from 

the east and meets defeat at the hands of Judas 

and his army of 10,000. Then come 120,- 
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000 Syrians to the siege of Jerusalem, only to 
retire half starved from Judaea to find insur- 
rection at home. In this battle, Eleazar, one 
‘‘The Beast of the brothers, lost his life in a noble self- 
Sticker.’’ sacrificing manner. Selecting one of the 
largest elephants upon which he believed sat the 
king, he drove a spear into it from beneath and 
was crushed by the fall of the beast. Thus 
perished the first of the five sons of Mattathius. 
From this incident he received the title of, “El- 

eazar, the beast sticker.” 
Our last view of Judas the Maccabee is 
A Glorious thrilling indeed. The little band of 800 
Defeat. patriots is surrounded by a foe of over 
20,000. When urged to retreat he said: “Let 
us die manfully for our brethren and let us not 
stain our honor.” His was the same fiber of 
manhood as that of our own John J. Crittenden. 
When he was told by his Mexican captors to 
go forward and kneel with his back to the foe 
that he might be shot to death, he said: ““A 


C Kentuckian never turns his back to a foe and 
' never kneels to any but God.” The lion of 
“ Judah lay dead before the hell hounds of Syma. 


Thus dies one of the noblest men and the great- 
est soldier of Jewish history. Such a glorious 
A Stigma life as this goes far toward redeeming the 
Removed. name Judas, so inseparably linked with a 
miserable traitor, who sold his Savior for thirty 
pieces of silver. Jonathan, “‘the Cunning,” an- 


“*The 
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other son of the Maccabees, after a record of 
valiant deeds, was murdered through Syrian 
perfidy. ‘Thus perishes the fourth brother; for 
Jonathan, the third one, had been slain by the 
Arabs. A fifth remains, “Simon, the Jewel,” 

who is the statesman of the family. He 


Jewel.’’ had the joy of seeing signed the treaty of 


Jewish independence in 142 B. C. 

How fitting, we are tempted to say, how 
beautiful, that the last of these noble sons of a 
noble sire should see this joyous day! Thus 
we have seen that patriotism was the moving 
force of the period that drove the little Judaean 
army, like a cannon ball, through the serried 
ranks of her foes. Should space allow, we might 
also show how patriotism was the moulding 
force of the thought of that age and how it re- 
sulted in the creation of sects, such as Pharisees 
and Sadducees and Essenes, that remained till 
Christ came to usher in a universal brotherhood. 

et 


18 Gates and Keys to Matthew. 


CHAPTER IV. 


THE UNSEEN HAND IN HISTORY. 


Without a study of this intervening history, 
how can we understand such terms as ““Sanhe- 
drin,” “Pharisees,” “‘Sadducees,” ‘“‘Scribes,” 
“Synagogue,” etc., etc. As we have seen, the 
land was then under Persian Satraps, and now 

Sanctification under Roman Procurators. Up to 
and Bigotry. the exile, “religious separation” was the 
policy adopted to prevent world conformity. 
A great change now takes place. God's pur- 
pose had ever been to bless the world through 
the “‘seed of Abraham.” The opposite dan- 
ger, however, is world hate; and one purpose of 
the exile seems to have been to break the shell 
of exclusive national pride. If God is to make 
His greatest Gift through this nation, a freer 
communication must be sought between Jew 
and Gentile. This providential plan affected 
them in a very marvelous manner. ‘The supe- 
rior civilization of Persia and Egypt gave them 
breadth, while the inferior pagan religions for- 
ever cured them from idolatry. Then in Greece, 
Synagogues. Italy, Africa, Asia Minor, or wherever 
these colonists went, Synagogues were built 
which sent the first rays of Messianic hope into 


The 
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the darkness of the Gentile world. These Syn- 


agogues ruled over by elders, were schools as 
well as churches, and played an important part 
in the education of the children in things per- 
taining to the Jewish law. ‘Thus we can clear- 
ly see the hand of God in the destruction of the 
temple. Synagogues, like little light houses, 
sprang up all over the world. When Christ 
came there was not a village too poor to afford 
this many sided little institution. Separated 

from the great central and holy place of 


Temple. sacrifice, the dispersion drove the people to 


a more spiritual conception of worship, and thus 
prepared them for the fullness of time, when He 
shall come who will “fulfill the law and the 
prophets.” 

When the Hebrew language died, the pre- 


A Death cious seeds of the old covenant were locked 
Clutch. in the winter of the world’s hope. The rit- 


ual of ceremonial law could “not be quickened 
except it die.” The language dying became 
yet more sacred and the truth was held more 
securely. But as winter preserves the seed and 
prophesies the summer fruitage, so this prophet- 
less age, while protecting from change the old 
scriptures, lifted expectation to the coming 
springtime, when the“Sun of Righteousness will 
arise with healing in His wings.” It did not 


A Timely just happen so, that at this opportune time 


Alexander conquered the world. A 
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world language facilitates the preaching of a 
world gospel. Others came with swords, the 
Greek came with ideas. It is the renaissance 
of the Oriental world. This glorious language, 
born, as it were, among a people who saw the 
invisible and “‘groped for the altar stairs,” was 
well adapted to express the inner life of a people 
who saw “‘visions and dreamed dreams.” Soon 
the Jewish world is to hear a message long ex- 
pected, in the strange, sweet voice of the “Lo- 
gos’ and the Greek philosophy, a strange, sweet 
message in the oracle of an old familiar lan- 
guage. 


A LITERARY AGE. 


Under the liberal policy of Egypt the Jews 
in great numbers were encouraged to settle in 
Alexandria. Ptolemy Philadelphus, the king, 
was a great lover of learning and had founded 
there the greatest library of that age. Stories 
of the marvelous books of the Jews reached 
him and he determined to have the Bibie trans- 
lated into Greek. He dispatched commission- 

ers to Jerusalem requesting the High 


Septuagint. Priest to choose six picked men from each 


tribe and send them to Egypt for this work. He 
promised that they should be royally entertain- 
ed and handsomely rewarded for their labors. 
The result of the work of these seventy-two 
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finished Hebrew scholars was the Septuagint, 
otherwise known as the “LXX’’ translation. 
So the story goes though, for our part, we are 
inclined to doubt whether, by one body of men 
at one time, such a prodigious piece of work 
was done. While, with the exception of the 
Pentateuch the translation is inferior and un- 
trustworthy, the influence upon the world can 
scarcely be overestimated. It was this version 
that was used and quoted by Christ and the 
apostles. To receive the divine word in a lan- 
guage that all the world could read was like the 
breaking of a new day. 
Though their love seemed intensified by their 
separation from home, the foreign Jews were 
The far more liberal in thought than those 
Apocrypha. dwelling in Jerusalem; and it is not to be 
wondered at that, as good books were written 
one by one, they were admitted to the canon. 
Thus the Greek version received many books 
as canonical that were never admitted into the 
Hebrew Bible. These books are known as 
the Apocrypha. Jerome, with many misgiv- 
ings, included them for the most part in his Vul- 
gate (Latin) Edition. They were accepted 
by the Catholic Church at the Council of Trent 
and rejected by the Reformers. 
The Protestant church has swung to the oth- 
er extreme and has almost totally ignored this 
valuable literature. Two books of the Apocry- 
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pha are of the apocalyptic type. In fact all 
the books of this period had that tendency. Per- 
haps all other influences combined were not so 
powerful as were these books to make Israel 


Messianic break with the past and look forward to 


Day. 


that “Day of the Lord’’ when the Messiah 
shall answer the genealogy, type and song of 
the past and usher in an everlasting dominion. 
As we have seen, between the testaments 

is between two worlds, and one other political 
influence must be mentioned that played a pow- 
erful role in the closing acts of the old and the 
opening scenes of the new world drama. ‘That 
sagacious Maccabaean statesman could not 
have known the consequences of his act when 
he negotiated a treaty with the Roman govern- 


The Conquerer ment. Who could have foreseen that 
Conquered. _in the coming years Rome would tramp 


with ruthless tread over Judah’s sacred soil to 
plant her triumphant eagles in the desolated city 
of Jerusalem? More marvelous yet, who could 
have prophesied Rome’s defeat at the hands of 
this ‘‘peculiar people” that, would not halt nor 
hesitate at her brazen gates, nor waver under 
thrust of sword or spear, until “‘the lily white 
banner decorated with the red cross should float 
in trumph over the Roman Empire’! 
Rome made her own shroud and nailed to- 
ether her own coffin. Her iron rule of justice 
made the evangels of the cross safe in all parts 
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of the world. Her magnificent roadways 
made swift and “beautiful the feet of them.” 
In 63 B. C., the conquering Pompey dared ‘to 
pass, to the unspeakable horror of the Jews, 
“within the veil,” seeking what he never found, 
namely, the object of Hebrew worship. He 
expressed great astonishment at this unique fea- 
ture in Hebrew religion. 
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CHAPTER V. 
PREPARATION AND PROGRESS. 


It may surprise you when I say that an influ- 
ential force in the program to prepare the way 
for Christ were the Pharisees. While it is true 
they distorted the truth and put undue em- 
phasis on external ordinances, still there are oth- 
er sides to their character. They were truly 
patriotic and threw their influences against the 
nation’s drift toward world conformity. They 

Good in a preached zealously the old theocracy and 

Pharisee! _ the promise of its fulfillment in a coming 
Messiah, and thus did much to keep alive “the 
expectation of the Jews.” They taught that 
God’s judgment comes upon the lawbreaker, 
and threw the light of hope across the dark val- 
ley of the shadow of death with the promise of 
a heavenly reward to those who, in their allegi- 
ance to God’s laws, were obedient to the end 
of life. The intensely religious Pharisee, Zeal- 
ot and Essene, held in check the disintegrating 
force of the cold blooded Sadducee. 

These troublous years of the exile, and the 

Stars of desecration of the old Jerusalem lifted 
Night. the vision toward the unseen city of the 
“New Jerusalem.” When the world grew 
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dark, the dream of an earthly kingdom was lost 
in a yearning hope for the ‘Consolation of Is- 
rael,” for which Anna and Simeon waited. 
This is abundantly proved by the book of Dan- 
iel and the eager Messianic hope found in the 
books of the Apocrypha. How full of signif- 
cance that the sacred altar should be polluted 
on the 25th of Chislieu and, if my chronology 
is correct, our Christmas; thus seeming to proph- 
esy the glad day when He shall be born, who 
with “fan in His hand,” shall cleanse the tem- 
ple of every abomination and by the sacrifice 
of Himself fill with His spiritual presence the 
temple of the Holy Ghost. 


HEATHEN CIVILIZATION’S CONTRIBUTION. 


Then again this contact with higher civiliza- 
_ tions broadened their horizon of truth, and gave 
them a certain refinement of feeling so necessary 
to their conception of an exalted and spiritual 
Horizon religion. This new world of thought inspir~ 
Lifted. ed trade and commerce until Jewish ships 
were found in nearly all parts of the world. 
They are learning now that it is possible to be 
‘the world and not of the world.” ‘Then 
what is the tendency of this thought but to break 
down Jewish pride and to give them wholesome 
lessons of brotherhood? 
Among the many indications of progress of 
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the chosen race during this 400 years is the in- 

creasing light on the doctrine of immortality of 

Immortality. the soul, and the resurrection of the 

body. Before this period there were only faint 

gleams of hope that the spirit would survive the 

grave. Greek philosophy makes its contribu- 

tion at this point, though their conceptions were 

far different from those of the Jews of a later 

date. The Greeks believed that the essential 

being of man is inherent and indestructible. The 

Hebrews went no further than to say that death 

does not end all. Daniel, written in this Mac- 

cabaean age, strikes the first distinct note on the 

doctrine of the resurrection: ‘‘And many of 

them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 

awake, some to everlasting life, and some to 

shame and everlasting contempt.” Dan. 12:2. 

Thus we see brought to light not only the doc- 

trine of immortality in this period, but also of 

future rewards and punishments and bodily res- 

Bodily urrection. To the latter doctrine, the 

Resurrection. second book of Maccabees adds its tes- 

timony in an acute and assuring manner. Some 

think the resurrection is taught in Job 19:26. 

We incline, however, toward the acceptance of 

the translation given by the American Revision: 
“without my flesh shall ‘I see God.” 

We have seen how the center of Messianic 

hope has shifted toward the more spiritual con- 

ception, and how these exalted ideas banished 
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forever idolatry. But just what Greek culture 
has added to Jewish thought will never be 
known. Their broad liberality made many a 
breach in Jewish narrowness. The powerful 
Uplook impact of Greek ideas drove thought into 
Outlook. the unseen world, and helped the Hebrew 
to see the invisible rather than “seek a sign,” 
and thus find a more permanent basis for char- 
acter. The living Grecian language has con- 
quered the world, but all living languages are 
subject to change. As the Hebrew died and 
in the crystal state, held intact the precious rev- 
elation of God under the Old Order, so the 
Greek language is in training to play the same 

part in the new dispensation. 

The liberal policy of the Persian rule, the 
extraordinary favor of Alexander, the patroniz- 
ing interest of Ptolemy, and the strong protec- 
torate of Rome, were all conducive to literary 
activity in such centers as Babylon, Alexandria, 
and Jerusalem. Then the fierce persecutions of 
Antiochus and the Maccabaean wars were a 

Stars of great stimulus to apocalyptic literature. 
the Night. Through the past the Jewish religion 
had been from without in (ex intra) ; hence- 

forth it is to become in extra or from within out. 

To undergo a change like this, a people needs 
circumstances conducive to meditation. Thus, 
more and more, they neglected the elaborate 


ritual and sacrifice of the Old Order as they 
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approached nearer the one great Sacrifice of 
Calvary. There was certainly no day of the 

past when they were more intensely interested 
Scripture in scripture study. A number of the ca- 
Study. _nonical books and the Apocrypha were 
written at this time, and those wonderful apoca- 
lyptical messages that show the gradual break- 

ing with the past, and the intense yearning for 

the Messianic day of the future. While the 
Scribes and the Pharisees were ever present to 

see that the letter of the law was kept unbroken, 

the freedom of the Maccabaean age breathed a 

more liberal spirit into the nation. Battles of 
defense on the Lord’s day and the crowning of 
Decay of Jonathan the Maccabee, High Priest, 
Legalism. though he did not belong to the Aaronic 
line, are indications that while legalism had 
reached the greatest extreme in some classes, the 
break must soon come. No doubt these extrem- 

ists ‘‘straining out gnats” and “‘tithing mint” and 
adding “burdens” contributed largely to the 
over-straining of legalism to the breaking point. 

But whatever contributed to bring about the 

results, no prophet in the past, in his sublimest 
hours, stood on the spiritual heights of old Sim- 

eon; and “‘of all men born of women there was 

none greater than John the Baptist.” Let 

us hear the concluding words of Christ concern- 

ing John: “But he that is least in the kingdom 

of God is greater than he.” Luke 7:28. What 
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an illuminating comment on the program of God 
for the progress of the race from creation’s dawn 
to consummation day! 
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LESSONS FROM THE AGE. 
CHAPTER VI. 
FAITH AND SIGHT. 


A love of home is one of the strong funda- 
mental passions of the human heart. The fur- 
ther we go from home, the more tender grows 
our love for it. ‘‘Distance lends enchantment.” 
As sight utterly destroys faith, it seems also to 
cripple love. Because the Jews in Babylonian 
exile could no longer see with their eyes they 
must experience with their souls. When they 
prayed, they turned their faces with closed eyes 
toward Jerusalem. Thus was there an ever 
widening breach between the “Jews cf the dis- 
persion” and the “Jews of the land.” 

Those who read carefully the story of Ezra 
and Nehemiah, find that the returning exiles are 
pained to see the Jerusalem citizens ready for 
world conformity, while those who had l:ved in 
closer physical contact with the world were most 
insistent for religious separation. Those 
who were furthest from Jerusalem were 

) closest to it, and those who were closest to 
| it were furthest from it. In our prayers the 
only way to be “present with the Lord” is to be 
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“absent from the body.” If Drummond is 


right, a natural law seems here to run into the 
spiritual world, and we get a faint glimpse of 
the principle involved in the mysterious asser- 
tion of Jesus: “It is expedient that I go away,” 
etc. 


A GOLDEN MEAN. 


Can a man stand so straight he leans? Can 
an axe be ground till the edge is turned? In 
all these mazes of the world’s beliefs, it is hard 
to plumb the line and stand straight. It is dif- 
ficult to tell when the life has reached its efficient 
best. No man can be too religious. It is not 
too much religion that makes a fanatic: it is too 
little sense. Let us put more religion into our 
sense and more sense into our religion. Sanity 
and balance will carry the heaviest load. Zeal 
without knowledge is suicidal. This is what 
Dr. Schurer means when he shows us how An- 
tiochus saves Judaism. Thus “‘Hellenizing” 
became a: great school of NHlebraism, and 
‘“‘Romanizing” hastened the advent. Alexan- 
der and Ptolemy conquered, but Syria went 
down in defeat. If I must err, let me err on the 
right side. I had rather be a Zealot than a 
Pharisee. 

But let us come back to our first question: Is 
there not a golden mean? Commend me nei- 


ou 
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ther to a Pharisee, who has worked so fever- 
ishly on his religion, he has burned out to a shell, 
not to a Sadducee who has harbored the winter 
of scorn till his soul is a frozen iceberg. Look 
half way between a Cavalier and a Puritan and 
you will find a good American Protestant; half- 
way between a Pharisee and a Sadducee and 
you will find the Christ who is “obedient unto 
death” yet “eats with publicans and sinners.” 


BIGOTRY. 


How then shall we order our lives to curry 
favor with all? One good rule is to ask every- 
body’s advice then do as you please; but if we 
must “‘be all things to all men,”’ we should not 
please to displease, if it is possible to prevent it. 
Your attempt will be far more successful in 
avoiding the hornets’ nest than in escaping the 
hornets. “‘An ounce of prevention is better than 
a pound of cure,” because of the welts and 
stings it will save you through all your future 
life. 

In those days, however, the hornets’ nest 
confronted men at almost every turn. If they 
show much interest in the law, the Sadducee 
gives them a sneer that cuts like a knife. If 
they lack the gift of credulity, or take a sack of 
corn to a starving family on the Sabbath day, 
or fail to tithe some of tthe smaller leaves in their 
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garden mint, they are anathematized by the 
Pharisee. If you dare to lay aside your sack- 
cloth and put a rose in your hair or on your coat 
lapel, and attend a wedding feast, the Essene 
dubs you as “‘a wine bibber and a glutton.” 
Conditions have greatly changed since that 
day, but human nature is pretty much the same. 
A man’s conscience grows quick and his blood 
grows warm, and with sincerest intentions he 
pushes with vim some lagging cause, only to 
hear a cold blooded “decency and order” lov- 


ing gentleman say: “He wants to run the pe 
church.” A Bible scholar makes an honest i 
vestigation of some tradition and attempts t6 sift 
out the chaff from the pure wheat, and he is a j 
“rationalist,” or a “radical,” or worse than all, 
a “‘Higher Cnitic.” A religious separation goes 
to seed in world hate, and honest conservatism 
degenerates into contemptible bigotry. Smug 
provincialism is the great enemy of the world’s 
spiritual conquest. Sectarianism is deaf to the 
great commission in its divinest sense. ‘To the 
Pharisee, ““Come over into Macedonia and help 
us,” meant “make Pharisees of us.” For this 
purpose ‘‘they compassed land and sea.” 


APPEAL FOR BROTHERHOOD. 


Will the time ever come when the latitudina- 
rian Sadducee will become deepened enough in 
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his spiritual nature to see good in the Pharisee, 
and will the narrow Pharisee ever be broad 
enough to see good in a Sadducee? When zeal 
and benevolence get into the same life we have 
a St. Paul. When the ecclesiastical world sets 
the proper example, perhaps the social and the 
political world will improve by it. Then the 
Maccabaean patriot will see that all Herodians 
are not enemies to the government, and the He- 
rodian will have co-operation rather than dis- 
gust for his Maccabaean brother. “Then will 
come the millennial day when “every man will 
look on the things of others.” In that day Ne- 
hemiah will have no cause to say of Manasseh, 
“I chased him from me.” The answer to the 
question as to the place where “men ought to 
worship” will be the authoritative words of Him 
who has no respect of persons: “‘I will that men 
pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands without 
wrath and doubting.” 


THE CONQUERING POWER OF A JUST CAUSE. 


“He is thrice armed whose cause is just,” 
finds striking illustration in the war for Judaean 
independence. Here is found the very soul of 
history. In this is discovered the key to the 
philosophy of history. An ignoble cause par- 
alyzed the forces of Rome when she crossed the 


Rubicon, of Spain when she crossed the Eng- 
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lish Channel, and came like the hailstorm of 
judgment on the heads of the Syrian host when 
they crossed the Jordan. Those who stood 
on the right side, in defence of altar and fireside 
were armed with an unconquerable spirit. It 
is this that lends thrilling interest to the defensive 
wars of Greece against Persian horde and Ro- 
man Conquest. It was this that spoke with the 
power of the Resurrection to the fainting hearts 
of the little band of starved and freezing patri 
ots at Valley Forge, when the young republic 
seemed wrapped in a winding sheet of snow. 

Thus tthe Maccabeaan Jews with a conscious- 
ness of a righteous cause that lifted them to the 
very heights of noble and exalted patriotism, 
hurled back the godless invader of their scred 
soil, with a power so hidden and so mysterious 
as to stir the imagination through all succeeding 
time. 


THE SOUL OF MORAL COURAGE. 


Because ‘‘sin makes cowards of us all,”” Ad- 
am after his sin in the garden hid from the pres- 
ence of God. The soul with the consciousness 
of being in the right, with re-enforced power, 
fights back the enemy of righteousness, and 
beats down the obstacles that stand between it 
and the post of duty. That is the meaning of 
Leonidas at the pass of Thermopylae, of Lu- 
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ther with soul unafraid and a hand untremulous, 
nailing the ninety-five theses to the Wittenberg 
door, or going like a lion from the swelling of 
Jordan with the world under his feet and the 
light of truth in his heart, to stand before the 
diet of Worms. That is the meaning of John 
Wesley, standing on his father’s tombstone, 
preaching the new kingdom of his risen Lord; 
or of Judas Maccabaeus who, like another Mo- 
ses, stood before the burning bush until his soul 
was aflame with a religious patriotism and the 
power of a just cause nerved his arm that, like 
a “hammer,” drove back his foes, and broke 
the shackles of bondage from his burdened peo- 
ple. 

With such a consciousness we can brave the 
criticism of a heartless and visionless world, 
walk the narrow path of duty, and with un- 
shackled hands, in the presence of the Great 
Unseen, fight back the evil forces that would 
compel us to fall down and worship them. 

As Jesus heard the hiss of the serpent in the 
wilderness temptation, to turn from the path that 
led to the Cross, and gave to it a deaf ear, and 
as He, breaking from the grasp of His deluded 
friend, Peter, set His face steadfastly toward 
Jerusalem; so may we, my brother, resist the 
temptation of friend and foe to turn from the 
road of self-denial, to choose the lust of wealth 
and fame, and to eat the bread of a godless 
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world. As Jesus looked beyond the dark val- 
ley of the crucifixion to the broken seal of Jo- 
seph’s new tomb for courage, so may we, with 
the assurance of a righteous revelation, and with 
unshaken confidence in our risen Lord, battle 
with re-enforced might against the unwary 
attack of the enemy of souls. As the lowly 
Christ saw that the baptism of blood was the 
only door to the throne room of His power 
through all the ages to come, so may we deny 
ourselves and take up our cross and follow Him, 
until, by the sea of glass, we stand before His 
throne and “crown Him Lord of all.” 





PART SECOND. 


KEY TO THE BOOK. 


“The relation of the individual to the king- 
dom is thus established by faith, i. e., by the ac- 
ceptance of the revelation made by Jesus; but 
those who accept Him irrespective of previous 
station in life or nationality, are banded togeth- 
er as His new people. The order of things thus 
begun is to be completed in the future.” 

Dr. ANDREW C, ZENOS. 


KEYS TO MATTHEW. 
A FEW STEPS. 


Matthew, whose original name was Levi, was 
called while sitting as the toll collector at Ca- 
pernaum, the great commercial center in that 
day. The newly converted publican, accor- 
ding to Luke, gave a farewell feast to his friends 
in honor of Jesus. Jerome quotes from Papias 
to the effect that Matthew wrote a gospel in 
Hebrew. The Greek version, however, has 
every mark of an orginal writing. 

While we have but one gospel, four “holy 

Fourfold men of old, moved by the Holy Ghost,” 
Gospel. wrote each from his own view-point and 
each with a purpose peculiar to himself. “The 
symbolism taken from Ezekiel’s vision is full 

of interest. A man is given for Matthew, a 

lion for Mark, an ox for Luke and an Eagle for 
John. Thus each gives his touch in the com- 
pletion of the picture of the Christ, in His king- 

ly character, His strength, His sacrifice and His 
eternal Godhead. Matthew wrote for the 
Jews, Mark for the Romans, Luke for the 
Greeks and John for all. The first, speaking 
broadly, is a gospel of the past, the second of 

4] 
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the present, the third of the future, and the 
fourth of eternity. As Godet shows, we have 
in them a preacher, a chronicler, a historian, 
and a philosopher. The first three are called 
synoptic gospels in contradistinction to the 
fourth because, while they record simple his- 
toric facts, John gives a record of the inmost 
spirit. 

In our study of the book of Matthew, we will 
first find the “Key” to the book; or the controll- 
ing thought or dominant idea in the mind of the 
author. Then it will be essential that we should 


General see “The Christ’’ of the book, and His 
Divisions. attitude‘to His mission on the earth, and 


His kingdom through all the future. We will 
make inquiry regarding the “Progress” of rev- 
elation and the development of ‘humanity that 
has come at last into the full day of the “Sun 
of Righteousness.” And at the close we hope 
to draw some practical “Lessons” from the 
book. By “Gates” we do not mean “Intro- 
duction” in the sense in which Bible critics use 
that word, nor by “Keys” do we mean a com- 
mentary in any sense. ‘This unpretentious lit- 
tle volume of hints does not presume to give full 
description of everything either in the yard or in 
the house, but simply to indicate the entrance 
to each. 


KEY TO THE BOOK. 
CHAPTER VII. 


THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 


The key word to the bookis, ““The ae 
of Heaven’ (rather heavens; Gree al.). 
The Key. The word is peculiar to this evangelist 
alone, and occurs -more-thanthirty—timesin_his 
gospek Matthew, writing for the Jews, places 
great emphasis on the fulfillment of Old Testa- 
ment scriptures, and his view-point is ever from 
Gospel to the old Theocracy to its final consum- 
the Jews. mation in the new kingdom. Thus to 
him Jerusalem is the “Holy City,” Palestine 
the “Land of Israel,” and the apostles are sent 
to “‘lost sheep of the house of Israel.” To him 
God in Christ is a king coming to claim his 
right and authority in “the city of the great 
king,” and set up “the kingdom of tthe heavens” 
among men. On account of Jewish reticence 
in pronouncing His holy name, “Sheaven’” is sub- 
stituted for “God” in thi : 
Modern Christians follow this example when 

they pray: “Heaven grant,” etc. 
Matthew’s idea implies no creative rule as 
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The Aim, evident aim is to remove the stigma from 
the name of Christ; to show how he is the ful- 
fillment of the Messianic hope, to correct false 
notions of the Jews, and to give a faithful and 
true exposition of “‘the kingdom of heaven.” 


Thus, while Jo 


the world-was, and Luke isagathitnenorlage 
ee Matthew L begins—with Abraham 





The ad providence pre- 

Preparation. pared the way Ko the coming of heav- 

en’s King to the world’s conquest. The disper- 

sal of the Jews, a universal peace, the Roman 

conquest, the Greek language and an eager ex- 

pectation and feeling of dire need for greater 

measures of “‘the Light 'that lighteth every man 

that cometh into the world,’—all these are by 

the Unseen Hand made to conspire to the ush- 

ering in of “‘the King of the Jews.” Matthew, 
Prophesy alone, records th the-wa 

Fulfilled. <A marvelous question ‘hee ask: “Where 

is he that is born king of the Jews?” 
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What a great faith! Gentile heathen seek 
a baby king of the Jews! This is Matthew’s 
hard stroke of the axe at the roots of the tree 
of Jewish prejudice. The massacre of the in- 
fants, the flight into Egypt, and the residence at 
Nazareth, all peculiar to Matthew, are given 
to show that the scriptures are fulfilled and that 
Jesus is the Messiah. This proved, and no true 
Jew can refuse allegiance to His kingdom. 
Thus in the childhood of Jesus, five prophecies 
are shown tto be fulfilled. 






In the tempta ist. is seen in geacly 
The First co i i s. “Then 


Victory. ins Deri on eri and He came 





| o mimarcre 4 The the mute 





A Foundation. de; me : 
der wo. tker. ““The-kingdo peat eno ith- 
Be If it 1s to be eternal i : 
i foundation. So that while has builded 

the earth that is subject to time, 
foe will, like the elements at last 
“melt with fervent heat,” He bulded—en 
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erated humanity comes to-claim universal rule. 

The Two —_[n ever narrowing circles God's best man 

Circles. js found in Jesus Christ. From this great 

manifestation we see the circles ever widening 
toward the goal of a redeemed humanity. 

Thus keeping in mind the divine program to 
give first the gospel to the Jews, that they might 
become His ‘“‘obedient servant’’ ‘to carry 
that message to all the world, we find answer ‘to 
the seeming contradictions in the book. ‘This 

ted to the Jew 


reeord is particular-beeause-directed to the Je 
scaled las accndng ws Matic 


to Be Christ 





World _ judging the - ibes of Israe 


Vision. Yet Matthew it is who daringly traces 
the Yet Mati aoe 
SERS and Ruth, the Gentile 
Moabi He alone recites how, shame on 
the Prey the first worship of the mfant-Christ 

was by those from-a—far-eff_land ; how Egypt- 
became the shelterofthatinfant ° ‘King of the 


Jews.” Through Matthew we hear the words 


of Christ, praising the a of the Roman Cen- 
at Capernaum, and t 


Sane PhonnCn 
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former, “I have not seen so great faith, no,-not 
in Israel,”’ and of the latter, “great is thy faith.” 


hese, however, are but signboards leading to 
the mount of a world wide vision, where the 
Great _Commission_is_given—by—Flim_who_has 

‘all power-in-heaven_and in earth.” He now 
recognizes-neither-state_line nor social caste, and 
this evangelist alone, records the horizonless 
vision that-only_Christ_had_caught_and_the 
marchi ers tha’ 
o ye therefore and teach all nations.” 
So that in Matthew we have both the narrow- 
est and the broadest gospel. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
THE KING AND HIS SUBJECTS. 


Who but the king of heaven and earth would 
dare assume such authority as that shown in the 
Great Commission? Surely our evangelist is 
making good his purpose to prove to the Jews 
that Jesus is the fulfillment of the old theocracy 
and therefore the true Messiah and King of the 
Jews. Until near the close of His ministry, 

A Strange however, Jesus makes no direct assertion 
Silence. of His kingship. While the subject of 
the preaching of John the Baptist, of the twelve, 

and of Jesus Himself was, “repent, for the king- 

dom of heaven is at hand,” and the Magi at the 

first had worshiped Him as “‘the King of the 

Jews,” and while the invitation to His children, 

“Come unto me,” shows Jesus not only accept- 

ing divine and kingly honors, but acknowledg- 

ing himself by implication to be the very heart 

of that kingdom, He nevertheless has not yet 

found it expedient to use the plain words: “I 

am King.”” The time had not fully come when 

such a word would be understood. When, af- 

ter the miracle of the feeding of the multitude 

A Crown they attempted to crown Him, He resisted 
Refused. because of their sad misconception of a 
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heavenly kingship. How and when shall He 
acknowledge His royalty? Shall He order 
His followers to form line and march under in- 
scribed banners with a flourish of trumpets, into 
Jerusalem? No, He will do nothing to startle 
the Roman government, nor to encourage the 

A Bloodless _ false views that His kingdom is “‘of this 

Revolution. world.” He sends for an ass’s colt and 
rides into the city. A small thing to do, you 
say, and yet the evangelists did not seem to think 
so for they all four record it. What a picture 
here of ‘triumph and tears, of kingship and low- 
liness, of war and peace! The prophecy of 
Zechariah 9 :9 is fulfilled, and the cry “Hosan- 
nah in the highest,” Psalm 118, show the suc- 
cess of this plan of divine wisdom. 


WHO WILL INHERIT THE KINGDOM? 


But let us now ask: Who are the subjects of 
the kingdom of heaven? As we have seen, the 
divine intention was to open the door “to the 

The Jewish —_Jew first and also to the Gentile.” All 
Claim. those formalists who are only “Jews 
outwardly,” will knock in vain at this door. 

The king’s herald, John the Baptist, speaks 

plain words to those who say: ““We have Abra- 

ham to our father.” ‘“‘For I say unto you,” he 

boldly asserts, “God is able of these stones to 

raise up children unto Abraham.” If He looks 
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to you in whom He has a right to expect loyal 
subjects and is disappointed, He who changed 
water into wine will, by the miracle of His 
grace, touch “‘these stones” (Gentiles), and the 
sincerity of these hearts of flesh will be more ac- 
ceptable than your dead and spiritless bodies of 
ritual. Thus did John warn them that a “‘king- 


Suspended dom of heaven is at hand” through the 
Penalty. door of which, royal blood is no pass- 


port; that the crisis is on, and it matters not what 
the soil of the nursery that nourished the tree, “if 
it bringeth not forth good fruit it is hewn down.” 
There is yet time to repent for “‘the axe laid 
unto the roots of the trees” has as yet not been 
lifted against it. This kingdom will consist of 
the aristocracy of the noble soul and has no re- 
gard to antecedents of race or place. 


The Lawsof The sermon on the mount that gives the 
the Kingdom. constitution of the kingdom, opens and 


closes with the pregnant words: “for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven.” He shows that the 
conditions of entrance are directly opposite to 
those belonging to earthly kingdoms, and even 
those belonging to the theocracy as conceived 
“by them of old.” “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit” as is shown in the strong Greek word 
used, means: “utter spiritual destitution.” 
‘They that mourn” means grief that cannot be 
restrained. ‘““The meek” are those made hum- 
ble and submissive by sight of their sinful lives 
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under the eyes of a holy God. Here then is 
humility as opposed to self-sufficiency ; a wailing 
despair of self as opposed to self-gratulation, 
and self-abasement as opposed to self-assertion. 
The strutting Scribes and the Pharisee who 
have worked out an intellectual refinement of 
religion. receive in this gospel ‘to the Jews a se- 
vere rebuke. ; 
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CHAPTER IX. 
THE KINGDOM’S TRUE NATURE. 


It is Matthew alone who records the king’s 
word of rebuke to the mean spirited Scribes who 
attempt in His Trumphal Entry to silence the 
sweet voices of innocent children. ‘“‘Have you 
not read: ‘Out of the mouths of babes and suck- 
lings thou hast perfected praise?’ Ps. 8:2. 
As Jesus had before tried to show them, “Of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.” ‘The four par- 
ables in Chapter Thirteen: Humility and For- 

Parables. giveness 18:15; The Unmerciful Ser- 
vant, 18:23; The Laborers in the Vineyard, 
20:1; The Two Sons, 21:28; Rejection of the 
Jews, 21:43; The Great Denunciation, 23, and 
the Great Commission, 28:18—none of which 
is recorded by either of the other evangelists, 
show us in almost every phase, the nature of the 
heavenly kingdom and the conditions of en- 
trance into it. Read them carefully and you 
find they breathe the same spirit as ithe sermon on 
the mount, and are a complete interpretation of 
Christ’s prayer when He thanked the Father 
that He ““‘hid these things from the wise and 
prudent and hast revealed them unto babes,” 
11:25. In Chapter 13 we have in a speci®c 
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‘Parables —_ sense “‘the parables of the kingdom.” The 
of the Tares show opposition from within the 
Kingdom.’’ kingdom, The Hidden Treasure its su- 

preme value, The Pearl of Great Price that, if 
first in value, it should be first in affection, and 
The Fishing Net the Kingdom’s inclusive char- 
acter ito the time of final separation. Besides 
these, Matthew records three other parables pe- 
culiar to him alone that interpret important laws 
of the kingdom: The Marriage of the King’s 
Son, 22:1, the cost of refusal to enter it; The 
Ten Virgins, 25:1, God’s judgment on neglect; 
and The Talents that give illustration of the 
law, ‘To him that hath shall be given and from 
him that hath not shall be taken away even that 
which he seemeth to have.” 


THE KINGDOM OF COMPELLING LOVE. 


This then is not a kingdom of force, or Jesus 
would have ridden a war charger into Jerusa- 
lem, commended and not rebuked Peter for 
having drawn the sword, and at the arrest 
“twelve legions of angels,”’ would hhave been 
called. Not by compulsion are men 
brought mto it, yet we feel the com- 
pelling power of Christ’s invitation: “Come 
unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden,” 11:28, and in our mner con- 
sciousness we can read the fulfillment of the 
promise: “‘I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
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unto me.” In short then this is to be a kingdom 
of love, and coming to it we come to God, for 
“God is love.”” Matthew does well to wnte 
the gospel of the kingdom as an evangelist of 
the law’s fulfillment; for “Love” or God in 
Christ, is ‘‘the fulfilling of the law.” If Christ 
is the door, then the condition is plain: “Let him 
deny himself and take up his cross.” Here at 
last we find the key to the kingdom and in Him 
we find the gospel’s heart. This Via Dolorosa 
leads to the kingdom and this open sesame 
throws wide its doors. 

We enter life by death. In the proper sense, 
let us commit suicide. ‘He that loseth his life 
for my sake, shall find it.” Here, then, is an- 


Paradoxes. other paradox of which this gospel is so 


A Sad 


full. The poorest are the richest, the weakest 
are the strongest, the most sorrowful are the 
most blessed. We cannot become really alive 
until we are really dead; up seems down and 
the lowliest are the loftiest. Reward comes 
through grace instead of desert and the putting 
on of the yoke of labor is the true way of rest. 
So Christ became a servant that He might be 
Lord and went away that He might remain 

with us. 
Surely His Kingdom is “‘not of ‘this world.” 
No wonder “‘they were astonished.” 


Prospect. | When had the world ever been startled 


by such a king, and the proclamation of such a 
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kingdom? It seems then, this is to be the king- 
dom of “weak things,” of “babes,”’ “‘little ones,” 
“the poor,” “‘the meek,” “they that mourn,” 
and the “heavy laden.”” Not much here to at- 
tract the worldling and the wise. Why, in- 
deed does Jesus, the king, thank His Father that 
He “‘hid these things from the wise and pru- 
dent?”’ His kingdom was not a_ scholarship 
prize as the Rabbis seem to think; yet some, 
even in this day, seem to have religious faith and 
psychology confused. Christ has no frown for 
Prejudice. knowledge and no smile for ignorance. 
His utterance on this subject is the essential prin- 
ciple of 'the deepest philosophy. Coming to a 
world problem with preconceived notions and 
intellectual conceit effectually bars the way to 
its solving; for only ‘the meek”’ shall “inherit 

the earth.” 
Here then is the only king who ever assumed 
Strange Laws the authority to choose his own subjects. 
of Choice. In contradistinction to this world His 
choice was not influenced by gold, nor blood, 
nor age, nor calling, nor intellect, nor even ser- 
vice! One, rich and young and influential, and 
flawless in moral character, turns from Him with 
those honest words ringing in his conscience, 
that no earthly king would have dared to utter: 
“One thing thou lackest.”” Who but our king, 
with heart as guileless as the morning light, 
would have said to the Syro-Phoenician wom- 
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an, ‘‘Great is thy faith,” and to His own royal 
court in whom is the hope of His kingdom: ““Oh 
ye of little faith” > 

THROUGH DEATH TO LIFE. 

But the evening draws on apace and the dark 
shadows fall in the path of our king whose 
choice it is to become our servant. The book 
of Matthew after three introductory chapters, 
falls into two grand divisions. ‘The first begins: 
“From that time Jesus began to preach and to 
say, repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” 4:17. The second begins: ‘‘From that 
time forth began Jesus to show unto His disci- 
ples how that He must go unto Jerusalem and 
suffer many things.” 16:21. In His death He 

Coronation. descends into hell and puts its kingdom un- 
der subjection. Earthly defeat is His heavenly 
triumph. At last He is able to say, “All power 
is given unto me in heaven and in earth. The 
body of the old order is fulfilled in His hfe, and 

A New Birth. passes away at His death. Its soul 
arose with Him but the body, with no hope of 
resurrection, sleeps in Joseph’s tomb. The in- 
carnation is the bridge over which the spirit of 
the law must be carried into a regenerated hu- 
manity. “Till heaven and earth pass, one jot 
or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law 
till all be fulfilled ” (5:18). and “‘the kingdoms 
of this world are become the kingdoms of our 


Lord and His Christ.” Rev. 11:15. 


CHRIST OF THE BOOK. 


As ceztainly as redemption came the hour of 
consummation will also strike. Our Lord who 
spoke to men as God’s messenger and made 
Himself known to His own as High Priest, will 
one day reveal Himself to the world as King. 

In Him by whom every yearning of man’s 
heart is stilled and all its woe healed, all the 
world’s contradictions will find their solution, all 
divine ideas their consummation. 


“Old Testament Prophecy” (Orelli) P. 409. 


CHRIST OF THE BOOK. 
CHAPTER X. 
A NAME GIVEN. 


As Matthew wrote for the Jew, ‘his purpose 
was to show that Christ was 'the Messiah fore- 
told by the prophets. In tthe first two chapters 
five incidents of the infancy of Jesus are shown 
to be the fulfillment of as many ancient prophe- 
cies. Itis the record of a Jewish Christian, and 
the attitude of Jesus is shown to the law, to the 
temple, and to the ritual. With remarkable 
skill he shows the unwarrantable rejection of 
Christ by the Jews. 

“Fear not, for I will be with thee,” is God’s 

“God with word of assurance from the beginning. 
Us.”’ There is now the birth of One who 1s 
the fullest realization of that promise. E:choed 

and re-echoed by the prophets down the centu- 

ries, it was enshrined in the name, “Emmanuel” 

(“God with us”) by Isaiah. Caught up by 

the later prophets, as notes of highest hopes to 

the world, it broke forth “in the fullness of 

time,” filling heaven with joy and earth with 

peace. Henceforth the veil 1s lifted from the 
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smiling face of God, and He will be with us 


in the living example and loving life of “Jesus,” 
who will be with us spiritually and remain with 
us eternally. 

Christ’s cradle brings God down to us and 


Cradle and his cross bears us up to God. The in- 


. 9°? 
Cross. carnation bespeaks a ‘“‘new heaven 


bending with blessings over sinful humanity ; the 
divine sacrifice prophesies a “new earth in which 
dwelleth righteousness.” 

From Christ’s pedigree, the Holy Ghost con- 
ception, the names “Emmanuel and _ Je- 


Uneering sus,”’ and the worship of the Magi in the 


opening chapters to the closing verses of 
the last chapter where he catches new spiritual 
vision of the “Sun of Righteousness,” Matthew 
never loses sight of his aim ‘to prove that Jesus 
is the Messiah of prophecy, and the ““Son of 
God.” Hence, “that it might be fulfilled’”’ and 
equivalent phrases, is a frequent expression, and 
that about sixty prophecies in relation to the 
Messiah are shown to have been fulfilled in Je- 
sus Christ. 
From ‘this evangelistic viewpoint, we see 


Christ the Christ as a Preacher and a Teacher. 
Preacher. Speaking broadly, we might say there 


are five great discourses: The Sermon on the 
Mount, Address to His Disciples, Parables of 
the Kingdom, Discourse on the Church, and 
another on the Last Judgment. Jesus is set 
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forth here as Lawgiver, Savior, King, Son of 
God, and the world’s final Judge. 


SAVIOR OR JUDGE? 


There is ever held up before the rejecting 
Jews their only alternative of surrendering to 
Him as Savior, or standing before Him as 
Judge. This accounts for the frequent por- 
trayal of the stern side of our Lord’s office 
work. This evangelist speaks of the “dogs” 
who are barred from the kingdom, and the 
“swine who reject it; of the enemy who sowed 
the “tares,” and the fish thrown out of the gos- 
pel “net”; of the multitude on the “broad 
way; the man without the “wedding gar- 
ment”; of the “foolish virgins,” and of the 
‘goats’; and sternest of all, the Great Denun- 
ciation, those words of judgment that fell like 
doom on the heads of the rejecting Scribes and 
Pharisees. 

That the meek and gentle Savior should use 

Law and such language, is a revelation of His many- 
Mercy. sided mission. ‘The Savior “will gather 
His wheat into His garner,” but the Judge 

“will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 

3:12. Jesus, the Judge, pronounces these 

woes of the Scribes and Pharisees, who ‘“‘de- 

vour your widows’ houses,” calling them white- 
washed sepulchres “full of dead men’s bones.” 

Then come the words that make us shudder: 
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“Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can 
ye escape the damnation of hell”? 23:1 3-33. 
In the closing verses of this same chapter, yea, 
it seems with no pause in His speech, but with 
breaking sobs in His voice, Jesus, the Savior, 
utters those words of weeping over Jerusalem 
that for tenderness and compassion cannot be 
matched in the world’s literature. Not that He 
ostensibly sets himself forth as Judge; for espe- 
cially during His early ministry, He seems to 
be averse to revealing that fact. He evidently 
was conscious, however, of that office as is 
shown in the words: “‘Many will say to Me in 
that day,” etc. Who but the divine Lord could 
use the words in answer to the pleaders: “I nev- 
er knew you, depart from Me, ye workers of 
iniquity.” 7:23. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
HIS MIRACLES AND PROPHECY. 


Matthew shows clearly the attitude of Jesus 
to miracles as a test of His divinity. The fact 
is, they were not an infallible test, as many be- 
fore Him had worked miracles. He deplored 
the fact that many looked on Him as simply a 

Value as = wonder worker, and He treated miracles 
a Test. as a concession to human weakness. ‘And 
He said unto them, an evil and adulterous gen- 

eration seeketh after a sign and there shall no 

sign be given to it.” 12:39. Of course we 
understand that the Master of all physical forces 

has greater power to do wonders than did the 
disciples whom He delegated with that power. 

While Christ deplored the necessity of them, 

the age seemed to demand them. Since then 

A Shift of the center of belief regarding miracles has 
Base. been completely reversed. Then, faith 
rested on miracles, now, miracles rest on faith. 

Our Lord was careful to state His motive for 

the doing of physical miracles: viz., hat men 

might “know that the Son of Man hath power 

on earth to forgive sins.” Matthew, conceiv- 

ing Christ as a king, skillfully arranges for the 

benefit of His Jewish audience those signs of 

His kingdom that would best serve the end of 
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convincing them of the moral and spiritual mis- 
sion of their heaven attested Messiah. Filling al- 
The Use of most the entire eighth and ninth chapters, 
Miracles. is the record, of the Leper Healed, the 
Centurian’s Servant, the Fever Patient, Stlling 
of the Storm, Demons Cast Out, the Forgive- 
ness of Sins, The Healing of the Invalid, and 
the Raising of the Damsel. Here is shown the 
Messiah as the Master of disease, of nature, of 
the unseen forces of evil, the Searcher of hearts, 
and Conqueror of death, and that which is the 

work of God alone, the Forgiver of sins. 
Then what can the infidel say in the face of 
Christ’s that miracle of knowledge as recorded in 
Prophesy. chapter 24? Only one thing he can say, 
viz: that it was written after the destruction of 
Jerusalem and therefore not by Christ. Any 
scholar who knows the value of internal evi- 
dence will tell you that its vagueness shows it 
was not written in the light of history but bears 
every mark of geneuine prophecy. This chap- 
ter has given the infidel much trouble; and when 
The Great he has disposed of this particular predic- 
Prophesy! tion to his own satisfaction, he yet faces a 
far more formidable prophecy in the whole 
bearing and program of Jesus Christ. Stand 
with me by lake Gennesaret that day when a 
stranger came to the fishing smacks of Zebedee 
and his sons, and made ‘the authoritative call, 
“Come, follow Me.” You see the sons make 
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some kind of hurried explanation to the father 
and join the stranger to go, they know not 
where. 
Kingdom of Taking a purely human viewpoint, you 
Heaven. would have said they were deluded fisher- 
men following a lunatic tramp. They had a 
vague idea of Christ’s purpose to build a king- 
dom of heaven on earth. Did they attempt to 
raise insurrection and march on Jerusalem? 
Was ever any attempt made to muster in soldiers 
or to collect money or munitions of war? No. 
This kingdom is not of this world but “‘right- 
eousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” 
From the call of these humble fishermen to 
the close of His earthly life, when He commis- 
sioned a few unlearned disciples to the world’s 
conquest, without tthe retracing of a single step, 
or the changing of a single order, or the cor- 
rection of a single word, He moved forward 
with a serene, unhesitating assurance to the ex- 
ecution of a program that surely was divine. 
The “angel of the Lord” named Him aright in 
the word ‘“Thou shalt call His name Jesus for 
He shall save His people from their sins.” 
While the other synoptists give the inscription 
of the cross as: “The King of the Jews,” Mat- 
thew writes it: ‘““This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews.” Thus he identifies the “Jesus” of the 
cradle, worshiped by the Gentile Magi, as the 
King on Calvary, crucified by the Jews. 
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As Christ seemed averse to calling Himself 
‘Son of God’’ king, so is His attitude toward the term, 
and “Son of God.” He frequently called 
‘Son of Man.’’himself ‘Son of man,” but who, 
in the majesty of that kingly presence, ever 
dared call him by that name? Certainly then, 
this word must be full of significance. It has in 
it the same glorious promise of joy, as that found 
in the names “Emmanuel” and “Jesus.” He 
will ‘‘dwell with us” and ‘“‘save men from their 
sins.” The ‘Son of God” becomes the “Son 
of Man,” and the kingdom of heaven is brought 
down into this world. God in Christ becomes 
the Savior of men. 

While Jesus does not apply the name, “‘Son 
of God,” to Himself, He accepts the applica- 
tion from others. Then, too, He often implies 
it of Himself, as instance, His arraignment of 
the cities of Galilee, 11:25, and His parables 
of The Householder and The Vineyard. 21: 
33-45. The instances in which Matthew places 
the application in the mouth of Jesus is 

Bond of noteworthy, both in number and meaning. 
Heaven and ‘‘Whom do men say that I, the Son of 
Earth. Man, am? ” 16:13. If Jesus, from 
above, who calls Himself the “Son of Man” 

can hear man from below call Him the “Son of 

God,” He is assured of the success of His Mis- 

sion, namely, to bind the two in unbroken com- 
munion. According to Matthew, the “Son of 
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Man”’ prophesies that He is to be crucified and 
is to lie in the “heart of the earth.” Thus, in 
His condescension and sacrifice, He goes to the 
depth of human sin and sorrow. 

Our evangelist, true to his program, identifies 
Him with tthe “Son of God,” for “‘the Son of 
Man is set upon His throne” 19:28; yea, He 
is ‘coming in the clouds of heaven with power.” 
24:30. In the last judgment “He shall come 
in His glory and the holy angels with Him.” 
2531. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
DIVINE CREDENTIALS. 


God acknowledged His Son by a voice from 
heaven at His baptism, and at His transfigura- 
“God with tion with the words: “This is my beloved 
Us.’ son.” It is significant that at His trans- 
figuration the words: “hear ye Him”’ is added 
by Matthew. While Moses and Elias went 
back to heaven, when the disciples lifted up 
their eyes” they saw no man save Jesus only.” 
Jesus is thus named as the earth’s prophet and 
“ta Savior given” to humanity. Matthew, as if 
to strengthen heavenly declaration, adds in ad- 
dition to other synoptists, “in whom I am well 
pleased.” Little wonder there is seen through 
the record such intimacy between Father and 
Son, as is evidenced in such passages as || :20- 
27: and that Jesus was the first to assume the 

right to say “My Father.” 
Who then but the ‘Son of God” has the au- 
Messianic _ thority to say: “Come unto me all ye 
Consciousness. that labor and are heavy laden and I 
will give you rest,” 11:28. Who but the “Lamb 
of God” would utter the bold words: “Take, 
eat, this is my body?” Who but Him, with 


a prescience of divine wisdom, would dare to 
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call the attention of Men to His death and ap- 
parent failure, and ask His disciples to keep a 
memorial to the end of time, to His shameful 
crucifixion? In His final trial, “Jesus held His 
peace,” until asked by Caiaphas the direct 
question whether He was “‘the Christ, the Son 
of the living God.’ Standing in the face of 
Christ Asserts death before the hostile council, “He 
His Claim. cannot deny Himself,” nor lose the op- 
portunity of preaching His gospel. He says m 
effect: The day will come when our present po- 
sitions will be reversed and I shall be the Judge 
and you the cowering culprit at the bar of my 
judgment. ‘‘Hereafter, ye shall see the Son 
of Man sitting on the right hand of power.” 26: 
64. Afterward, before Pilate, Christ strongly 
affirmed His divinity in the words: “Thou say- 

est,” which means, “I certainly am.” 
His friends, as Matthew alone shows, had 
Friends and made their assertion for Him a long time 
Foes Agree. before; as when he walked on the water, 
14:33, and Simon Peter’s answer to the inquiry, 
“whom say ye that | am?’” 16:16. Our evan- 
gelist gives record of the testimony of the 
demons in the words: “What have we to do 
with thee, thou Son of God?” 8:28-34. We 
hear Pilate saying: “I find no fault in Him,” and 
under protest of the Jews wrote over His cross: 
“This is Jesus,” and identifying Him with the 
Messiah, he adds “the King of the Jews.” 
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Some say the centurion’s testimony must be 
ruled out, in that he meant son of god only in 
Centurion. the Roman sense. Admitting as much, 
he rose to the highest height of which his soul 
was capable. Why is it not possible that, in 
his military connection with this tragedy he 
learned the true claim of Christ? At any 
rate, his words are not mockery, for “‘he feared 
greatly.” Matthew alone mentions the inci- 
dent of the dream of Pilate’s wife to the effect 
that Jesus was ‘‘a righteous man,” reciting, as is 

his wont, the Gentile testimony. 
Perhaps those mocking Him as He hung 
Our Sub- there, unwittingly paid Him the greatest 
stitute. tribute: ‘‘He saved others, Himself He 
cannot save.” Howtrue! Here is the essence 
of His sacrificial gospel. It was a choice be- 
tween the rescue of Himself by the “‘twleve le- 
gions of angels’’ or the rescue of ruined human- 
ity by drinking the cup to the bitter dregs. He 
chose 'to say, ‘Thy will be done.” ‘He saved 
others, Himself He cannot save.” What a 
The Cry scene! With the shame of the world’s 
of a God! sin on Hin, not only did the “sun veil his 
face,” which was a small matter, but the Father 
turned from Him, and we hear ‘the heartbreak- 
ing cry that has rung down the ages: ““My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” “My 
God” was a word not found before in Christ's 
mouth. ‘My Father,” had ever been the en- 
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dearing name He used. When ‘He became 
sin,” He entered a mysterious realm that defies 
the comprehension of man. 

A Resume. Matthew alone speaks of the great earth- 
quake and the fact that men are raised up from 
the graves. So that from all worlds and from 
every source there come witnesses for “‘Christ, 
the Son of the living God.” Note the mar- 
velous skill of this evangelist, in the arrangement 
of the speech of Christ, and the events connected 
with His life and death, to show to the Jews, 
“Jesus” as Judge; attesting His Messiahship by 
miracles, by true prophecy of His own, and by 
the fulfillment of the old Order. I think we 
are ready to say our evangelist makes good his 
claim that Jesus is the Savior from sin, and the 
Burden Bearer of this weary world; that John 
heralded Him and God acknowledged Him; 
that Jesus Himself, whose sincerity the boldest 
will hardly challenge, repeatedly laid claim to 
His Sonship; and that even the demons and en- 
emies gave their unwilling testimony to prove 
what is the heart and aim of Matthew, namely, 
that Jesus is the “Son of God.” This proved 
and the rest follows, viz., that His kingdom is 
“the kingdom of heaven.” 


AD ABSURDUM. 


But the proof that is utterly “infallible” is 
now at the door, and while we have not space 
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to recount these proofs in full, we must at least 
glance at them. Our evangelist alone gives an 
account of the placing of the watch, and of the 
false report they were paid to circulate. Can 
any fair-minded man believe that these soldiers, 
under penalty of death, would all go to sleep 
in the open air and all at one time, and all at 
the exact time the body was stolen, and that not 
one awoke under the disturbance made necessa- 
ry in the removal of the stone and the body! 
Then, how inconsistent that these soldiers should 
circulate a report that, if true, would send them 
to the block! If they were ever arrested, we 
have no account of it. Can any man believe 
that these scattered, frightened disciples would 
dare such a thing? Why should they want 
His dead body? How could they hide it? If 
they stole it, why was not investigation made? 
What disciple was arrested for it? If these 
enemies believed the story, why did they not 
produce the dead body? That would forever 
have put the matter at rest. 


Still true to his aim, Matthew gives no record 
fi : It rma SA 


Christ the of. 


Answer. this world that-Christ-came_to establish, 
Rada ar 


and _o th 

of _Christ’’s abiding presence. He thas shown 
that the Christ who had been shut up in the Old 
Testament is now opened out in the New Tes- 
tament. Christ, the Key, has unlocked reve- 


ice 
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lation’s heart and sent its life blood coursing 
through the soul of humanity. 


“If Jesus Christ is a man and 
Only a man, I say, 
That of all mankind I will cleave to Him, 
And tto Him will I cleave alway. 
If Jesus Christ is a God and 
Only a God, I swear, 
I will follow Him through Heaven and 
Hell, the earth, the sea, and the air.” 





PROGRESS OF THE BOOK. 


6 


q J { 4] 
closes the fact that from its opening to its clos- 
ing utterance it is the record of progress.” Its 
% 


From Genesis to Malachi the faces of patriarch, 
prophet, and priest are turned to the future: The 
religion of the Old Testament is a religion of 
expectancy; the hope and faith of Israel are 
fixed upon a Coming One. 

Three or four centuries pass by. The new 
dispensation opens with a prophesy and a prom- 
ise: ‘‘Prepare ye the way.” 

Evolution of Christianity, P. 16, Lyman Ab- 
bott. 


PROGRESS OF THE BOOK. 


CHAPTER XIII. 
TIME, STYLE AND AUDIENCE. 


In the more than 400 years from Malachi to 
Matthew, a marvelous change had taken place 
as we have amply shown. The Hand of Prov- 
idence is clearly discerned preparing the way 
for the King of the Jews. The conquest of 

Preparation. Alexander made Greek the world’s lan- 
guage which was his rich bequest to the spread 

: a world ayes ‘Then came Rome with its 
orld-wide political kingdom, that served-well 

Gobet rics aial Gandon Her roads, 

the unity of her rule, and her Stenger of law 


that secured social order everywhere, gave 


thr. u: Ls the world.o: 





ever 
Thus we aes seen that the three oe ene- 

Three mies of early Christianity are made to 
Servants. serve it in providing a language in which 
it was proclaimed, law under which it was pro- 
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tected, and synagogues in which it was taught! 
How appropriate that the inscription over His 
cross should be written in the languages of these 
three nations! 


THE TIME. 


The early Christian Fathers were unanimous- 
ly of the opinion that this gospel was the first 
one written. Modern scholars for the most 
part, however, incline to the belief that Mark 
has this distinction. Matthew and Luke, it 
seems almost certain, drew from some docu- 
ment (The Logia) perhaps many documents, as 
Prof. Burton asserts, upon which it seems, they 
base their gospels. 

This synoptic problem will likely never be 
solved, yet on one thing all must agree; namely, 


A Door. the nature and aim of Matthew make it a 


Selah. 


strikingly appropriate door to the New Testa- 
ment. 

It is important also to note that strong inter- 
nal evidence proves it to have been written be- 
fore the destruction of Jerusalem. Such an art- 
less unconsciousness seen in chapter 24, of the 
nonfulfillment of the prediction regarding that 
terrible day which occurred 70 A. D. is cer- 
tainly conclusive. 

How appropriate that, between the Testa- 

ments, there should be a holy silence in the 
music of divine revelation! Yet more appro- 
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priate is it that this evangelist of the fulfillment 
of the Old Order should be the first in the New 
to break the silence of the years, and catching 
the message of the Old Testament prophesy 
point Israel to their historic Goal. 


PROPHET AND EVANGELIST. 


It is interesting to note the difference in style 
between prophet and evangelist. One speaks 
hope into the gloom surrounding him; the other 
speaks in the light of fulfillment. In the proph- 
et we are conscious of an anxious straining of 
the vision as if to read a message through the 
fog. In the evangelist we can feel, rather than 
describe, a certain sureness of touch, an artless, 
simple narration of fact, as if, with vision unvail- 
ed, he read a message written in letters of living 
light. ‘True there is still prophecy here but it 
is prophecy uttered by Christ who stands in the 
light of divine wisdom, and whatever may be 
thought of the emotional ecstatic element of 
prophecy there is no trace of it in the utterances 
of Him who stands in the full day of truth. 

Matthew, as if to remind himself of the pit 

A Toll whence he was digged, spoke of him- 
Collector. self as “Matthew the publican.” His for- 
mer occupation of toll collector, however, seems 

ito account somewhat for the orderly grouping of 

his subject, and the method and skill used in 
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his arrangement throughout. A publican whom 
the Jew despised as a traitor to his own people 
is a strange selection by divine wisdom as the 
evangelist to bear the gospel to the Jews. 

This very fact, however, makes him the more 


Self Elimi- modestly hide behind Jesus whose words 
nation. and deeds are Matthew's only message. 


He places his confidence in Him as the Match- 
less Teacher, the Mighty Savior, and the 
Pleading Preacher, to convince his brethren that 
the Messianic King has indeed come. As if 
afraid to break the power of ‘Christ’s charm he 
never obtrudes himself. Ab, if the high au- 
thority of His words and deeds, tthe radi- 
ant purity of such a life, and the deep com- 
passion of such a heart, fail to command their 
faith, they would not be persuaded “though one 
rose from the dead.”” Greater than any mira- 
cle Christ ever wrought is Christ Himself. 
How ‘then can he most effectually remove 
prejudice from the minds of his Jewish breth- 
ren, that they may come under the spell of His 
presence? To suddenly break with the past 
would be fatal to his purpose. In the two 
opening chapters, therefore, five distinct proph- 
ecies relating to the birth and infancy of Christ 
are shown to have been fulfilled in Him; name- 
ly: His birth of a virgin, Isa. 7:14; His birth 
at Bethlehem, Mic. 5:2; His sojourn in Egypt, 
Hos. 11:1; The Massacre of the Innocents, 
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Jer. 31:15; and that Jesus should be called a 


Nazarene, Isa. 11:5. This accounts, too, for 
Law Element. the fact that the law element is deeply 
writtten in his gospel. To Matthew sin is the 
violation of the law, and he alone uses for in- 
iquity the Greek word “‘Anomia,” which means 
lawlessness. He sets the laws of the Kingdom 
over against the laws of the Old Order. Mt. 
Hattin is placed beside Mt. Sinai. In Christ's 
treatment of the two, however, there appears 
sharp contrast between them. But our evan- 
gelist 1s sure to hear the words that reconcile the 
two. He alone records Christ’s words: ““Who- 
soever therefore shall break one of these least 
commandments and shall teach men so, he shall 
be called least in the kingdom of heaven.” 5: 
19. Between what follows the word, “‘said unto 
Advance. you in olden times,” and the word“I say unto 
you,” there is not so much a contradiction found 
as a long march in the spiritual progress of hu- 
manity; and as a result, also God’s richer reve- 
lation of Himself. Obedience to Christ is nat 
ith S it4 I. 
When the shell j is broken ne should the world 
continue to come with heart hunger 'to the shell 
instead of to the kernel. ‘The scaffolding has 
served its purpose and had as well be removed, 
not because it is to be despised, but because it 
is no longer needed. 
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Shell and The shell that has been the kernel’s pro- 

Kernel. tection may be henceforth reverenced as 
a relic, but in the real sense it must forever 
“pass away.” Because “that which is perfect 

is come, that which is in part shall be done 
away.” The new kingdom finds its roots im 

the past and has grown out of the old theocracy. 

The old was not chased out of the world be- 

cause it was bad, but because it has been trans- 
cended by the new. ‘“‘Except your righteous- 

ness exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 

the Pharisees ye shall in no case enter into the 


kingdom of heaven.” 5:20. 


The Kingdom, Past, Present and Future. 83 


CHAPTER XIV. 
THE KINGDOM PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE. 


The old prophecies represent the varying 
phases, not like pieces of a mosaic to be com- 
pleted in the future, but rather in the develop- 
ment of a living, vital organism. We are net 
inclined to say with Hengstenberg and 
others that every feature of Old Testa- 
ment prophecy is fulfilled in the New. Some 
indeed were fulfilled before New Testament 
times and others are yet to be fulfilled. 

The primary application of the Old Testa- 
ment prophecies was to their immediate age, and 
are colored by the conditions of times in which 
they were given. This historical drapery must 

Drapery and not be confused with the essence of 
Essence. prophecy. True propehcy is the eternal 
conception of the divine mind with body 
changing in every age, evolving through various 
forms of the temporal vehicles, but enriched in 
soul by the contribution of each true prophet till 
the permanent, eternal essence finds at last its 

full realization in Jesus the Christ. 

The germ is there and only awaits the kiss of 
the summer sun that it may burst into a glorious 
fruitage. 
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LAW AND GOSPEL. 


“Of old time,” the law was written in stone; 
henceforth it must be written in the heart. For 
this purpose, ‘‘the heart of stone” must be taken 
away and a ‘heart of flesh” given. 

Sinai was veiled with smoke and thundered 


Mt. Sinai With the threatening judgments of Je- 


and 


hovah. Thousands touched it and laid 


Mt. Hattin. dead at its base. On Mt. Hattin sat 


Son of 
Man. 


Christ, preaching the gospel of life and thous- 
ands climbed its grassy slope, received His word 
and lived. “The letter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth life.” Your thirst cannot be slaked with 
an empty bucket. Bring ye the buckets of tthe 
law to Christ, the well, to be filled with the hiv- 
ing water of ‘the gospel. In the decalogue of 
Jesus, the “thou shalt not’’ is-substituted with 
“Blessed,” No longer a veil of smoke and 
thunders of judgment but the ‘lilies and the sun- 
shine of a clear revelation of God in the wooing 
sweetness of the gospel. 

Thus is this the gospel of the “book of ithe 
generations of Jesus Chnist, the son of David, 
the son of Abraham,” a gospel of the past with 
a constantly recurring “‘that it might be fulfilled” 
sounding in our ears. It is also the gospel of 

the ‘Son of Man” who here and now and 
henceforth establishes His kingdom in the 
world. Thus does Matthew attempt to gather 
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‘the threads of ithe prophetic past and, reaching 
out for the threads of the gospel future, to 
weave, in the presence of his Jewish brethren, 
the beautiful cloth of a present harmony. It is 
a new revelation of “I Am,” that marvelous 

name given to Moses. 
Thus does he skillfully execute his plan to 
Evolution. “fling an illuminated bridge of inspired 
truth between the old and the new dispensa- 
tions.” There is, therefore, no break in the 
march of Divine purpose from the ‘‘darkness” 
and “void” of creation through the dawn of 
hope and promise to the unclouded glory of the 
“Sun of Righteousness.”” We might name these 
Epochs. epochs of progress covering all time 
as: The Primeval, The Patriarchal, The Law, 
The Prophets, National Religion (Macca- 
bees), Earnest of the Nations, The Cradle of 
the Messiah, Gospel History, The Establish- 
ment of the Church, and The Last Coming. 
A Gospel The element of development is far more 
of distinct in this gospel than in either of the 
Progress. other synoptics. Note the import of some 
of the parables peculiar to Matthew, such as: 
The Leaven, The Tares, and The Dragnet— 

found in chapter 13. 


QUESTIONS OF THE DAY. 


In the glorious Epoch introduced by our 
evangelist, great floods of light are thrown on 
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the ecclesiastical and religious questions of that 
day. These formalists attempt to trammel the 
freedom of Jesus and His disciples. He hor- 
rifies them by “eating with publicans and sin- 
ners.” He dares to become ceremonially un- 
clean that He might cleanse these sinful lives. 
Matthew aptly remarks here on his own ac- 
count: “But go ye and learn what that meaneth 
(quoting those great words of Hosea), I desire 
mercy and not sacrifice.” 

The conflict waxes ever warmer concerning 
the Sabbath, fasting, ritual, washings, and all 
those purely conventional things of religion. 
**They honor God simply with their lips,”’ Jesus 
tells them, and substitute the ““commandment of 


Without God”’ for “‘the tradition of elders.” The 


and 
Within. 


ritual and externals of their religion is pol- 

ished like the outside of a cup, while their 
inner life, like sepulchres, is “full of all unclean- 
ness.” Christ’s doctrine thus meant a trans- 
forming of religious thought. Things dead 
hike a rock may grow by accretion from the out- 
side, but all things alive, like trees and men, 
grow from the heart. ‘A good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit.”” These externals are useful 
only as they administer ‘to the spiritual and in- 
ner natures of men. Sabbaths and fasting are 
not of the essence of religion, and while men 
may look to these for help they err in a fatal 
way who look to them for life. Men do not 
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eat hoes and plows and sickles with which they 
cultivate their corn and wheat. In this truth 
lies the lesson that, in the time of Christ, was 
among the most difficult for men to learn. The 
church is still slow to accept this truth in its full 
application. 
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CHAPTER XV. 
FOUNDATION FOR HIS CHURCH. 


One of 'the saddest words of Christ’s earthly 
life is: ““He came unto His own and His own 
received Him not.” John 1:11. It is full of 
sigmificance that near the gentile town, Caesarea 
Philippi, there takes place the conversation that 
makes a new departure in the work of Jesus. 
He has not yet discovered a foundation for the 
church He came to build. 

Great multitudes followed Him so long as 

Testing He healed their diseases and fed them mi- 
Time. raculously; but when He began to tell 
them how He must “‘be killed,” their true mo- 
tive is revealed and ‘“‘they went back and 
walked no more with Him.” The few disci- 
ples who remain are growing deeper and richer 
m spiritual conception and henceforth to them 

He gives His whole thought. 
It is in Peter’s answer to ‘the question, 
Peter’s “Whom say ye that I am?’ That He 
Confession. discovers the foundation He seeks: 
““Thou art Christ, the Son of ‘the living God.” 
16:16. Jesus answered, “Thou art Peter (Pe- 
tros) and upon this rock (Petra) I will build 
my church.” The Greek word, Peter, means 
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“rock,” but notice, here two words are used for 
“rock” as above. Petros means ‘‘a piece of 
rock” and petra, a great foundation stone. The 
interpretation now is easy. Here occurs Christ’s 
first use of the word “church.” Of all the gos- 
pels this word occurs in Matthew alone. Here- 
“‘Church.’’ tofore, “kingdom” was the word; hence- 
‘‘Kingdom.”’ forth, as force! loses its original 
meaning, ‘“‘church”’ 


riched_ with the ever Heesaune see broadening 


idea of a great s; iritua brotherhood in Jesus the 






soo for fe Jews ec aa 

and “‘called_out” 
true Israel of Goa, m estab- 
lished His church. 

Not that the gospel has become exclusive, for 
while w directs his gospel to the Jews 
primarily he, when they reject it, shows how it 
becomes the inheritance of all the world, and 
more clearly than either Mark or Luke strikes 
the universal note of the church. “And_He 
shall show judgment to! _ Gentiles.and i 






The Church ; 
Universal. e 
preached 1 ] 


Mecgrrenh This gospel kingdom is ex- 
pressed in the newly organized church, to which 
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comes the Great Commission not recorded by 
any other evangelist. Mark 16:15 is evident- 
ly an interpolation, being omitted by the two 
oldest Greek manuscripts. 

From this church, age is: for the child- 
ho are ren.come,. With sae nut in Jesus the 
Members? Christ, “publi rlots” enter 

cvanrbefote the Sertbeo-and Phasisess? The 
women who had ' beeny the outer gourt hear the 
invi tion of tthe great of iest ‘to go boldly 


HB flies Wad he FN, While men of all 
classes and conditions may enter His kingdom, 
the ‘‘way”’ for the individual soul is “narrow.’ 
It is the way of self-denial and unceasing war 
with fleshly lusts and earthly desires. 









SHADOWS OF THE CROSS. 


The pps darken, the multitudes are 
gone, tthe church and the state become hostile, 
and the struggle is hencefort th by hand conflict 
between the eavenly King and the prince of 
this world. en the contradiction of sinners 

No Com- _ broke like a storm over His devoted head 
promise. and His disciples were bewildered and all 
seemed offended in Him, did Jesus soften the 
severity of His conditions or broaden tthe heav- 

enly way? To the contrary, He seemed to 

grow more and more insistent on an utter aban- 
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donment of self and a trustful plea before Him 
who now yearns to be the Savior and will at 


i be the egies of te world. When these 





a pee ee ream 
To the contrary, when the dark shadows of the 
cross fell on His path, He stepped not aside 
but moved serenely on to death” and when the 
time was come,” Luke tells us, “He steadfastly 
set His face to go to Jerusalem.” 

In this dark hour Fle seemed to_come into 

A New ev ; nh ECAR IE: 

Revelation. Father. and “My Father" is a seu-ew- 
elation given by Matthew. In the plan for His 
kingdom the military display of “twelve legions 
of angels” could have given Him no aid, but 
the sympathy of the Father and the “angel from 
heaven strengthening Him’”—they alone came 
upon the battle field where the war was being 
waged. 

Eight of His-disciples remained-in-the outer 
cei three went inte he-Floly-Ftace-batJe- 
sus, alone, our great High Priest, “en 

hen mounted He the throne of His 
power as our king.and “‘all power is given unto 
Him.” Thus in a simple, yet masterly way, 
lhas Matthew portrayed Jesus_as Prophet, 
Priest and King. 
_—_. 
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LESSONS OF THE BOOK. 


“We see streams setting from the word of 
God almost innumerable of itheories and doc- 
trines;; and they can hardly be correct be- 
cause some of them are mutually destructive. 
It may be said of the Bible as it is of the alpha- 
bet; itis what you make it. Wath you it is the 
combination of letters and tthe literature is 
yours.” Henry Ward Beecher. 


‘ 


THE LESSONS OF THE BOOK. 


CHAPTER XVI. 
JOHN THE BAPTIST. 


The very multitude of lessons in the book 
brings confusion to him who tries to cover it 
with such a purpose in view. Yet surely, we 
should not miss the wholesome example of a 
man like John the Baptist, whose magnanimous 
and unselfish soul spoke the word: ‘“‘He must 
increase but I must decrease.” He dared in 
the face of death to walk ito the end of duty’s 
path and “‘tracking the stream of Israel’s sin to 
the monarchial source, he dared to beard the 
lion in his den.” Leaving the temple, whose 
worship had degenerated into a soulless legal- 
ism, lhe sought the wilderness that he might stand 
half way between the temple and the church, 
the law and the gospel. He and Jesus were 
blood kin to each other, as are the law and the 
gospel, or rather, as are repentance and salva- 


tion, represented respectively by John and Jesus. 


Have you, my brother, like John the Baptist 
cowering to no earthly foe, and compromising 
with no earthly sin, and unbound by the tram- 

95. 
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mels of the purely external in religion, gone 
forth 'to prepare the way of Christ to the hearts 
of men? Oh, what a sin that stilled that lion 
heart! What a base fear that silenced such a 
tongue! It is far better, oh righteous soul, to 
live with staggered faith and a broken heart in 
jail, than with lusts of the flesh and murderous 
soul to dance in a palace. 


WHERE AND WHAT IS THE KINGDOM ? 


“Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” preached by John and Jesus and their 
disciples is as urgent and as true now as then. 
He who is “‘Jesus,” “Emmanuel,” and “Son of 
Man” gives proof. We are inclined to think 
the world’s conceptions of Christ’s kingdom are 
nearly as vague now as they were then. Men 
who claim high privileges in the temple services, 
will tell you that the kingdom of heaven means 
the visible church. When you preach to them 
that the kingdom is like “‘leaven” that “‘s hid,” 
and that it “cometh without observation,” they 
give you a vacant stare for your pains. ‘The 
church and the kingdom to them are identical. 
They are unable to distinguish between the visi- 
ble vehicle and the invisible ‘treasure it bears. 
Some seem to believe the kingdom is confined 
to the written word, and that therefore the 


In Earnest American Bible Society prints the king- 


Quest. dom of heaven! A clear instance that, 
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of how the letter killeth. Perhaps a larger 
number still, believe that the kingdom of heaven 
is found only beyond the grave. They con- 
fuse the capitol of the kingdom, with the king- 
dom itself. If the kingdom were only in heav- 
en, how shall we understand the parables 
of The Net and The Tares? Will the good 
and the bad be gathered into heaven? ‘At the 
end of the world” will the Judge make the or- 
der to “‘cast the bad away’! The many are 
saying, “Lo, here or lo, there,” while the few 
discern the truth that “‘the kingdom of God is 
within.” Luke 17:21. 


THE TWO KINGDOMS. 


There are two kingdoms in this world that 
can never be reconciled. They cannot live in 
the same heart, any more than light and dark- 
ness can live in the same room. In the sermon 
on the mount a hard problem is set for solution. 
The things of this world are necessary for the 
children of the kingdom. Now, in our own re- 

Self Mastery. lations to these things, where is the 
boundary line of sin? The conclusion of 

Christ seems to be that we may “use them but 

not abuse them.” We may possess them, but 

must not be possessed by them. It is no sin to 

~ be rich and no virtue to be poor. Sin is of the 
heart and has no relation in its essence to abun- 

dance or poverty. The sin here involved con- 
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sists wholly in the attitude toward this world. 
The sin may be found in the avaricious hording 
on the part of the rich, or of abject fear on the 
part of the poor. In fact, anything is sin that 
mars our vision or dulls our eager quest for the 
kingdom. ‘“‘Seek first the kingdom,” etc. The 
secret of perfect soul rest is found in an assuring 
confidence in a loving heavenly Father. 


FORGIVENESS. 


‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the 

Lord.” Yet how often do we hear an angered 

man say, “I will get vengeance’? He ‘thus 

usurps the authority of God who alone “‘look- 

eth on the heart’’ and is thus alone qualified to 

judge. Jesus makes a complete reversal of tthe 

whole reasoning of this subject. “The man who 
injures, He shows, is the man who is injured. 
Comparison ‘The striker is the struck. The rule 
is Contrast. Christ gives is not for escaping injury 
yourself, but for saving your brother. The 
turning the other cheek when smitten is used as 

an extreme case to call out by contrast the sin 

of retaliation. Christ, when smitten, did not 

turn the other cheek. That would have pro- 

voked further insolence. Paul gave sharp re- 

buke when he was smitten. It is not in accord 

with Christ’s spirit for us to “hate father and 
brother,” etc., and yet Christ seems to command 

it. The explanation is found again in a study 


John the Baptist. 99 


of contrasts. The general principle taught is 
the important thing: ‘Love your enemies, bless 
them that curse you.” 


THE LONELY CHRIST. 


In His craving for sympathy, Jesus went to 

Matt. the depths of our human nature. What a soul 
23 :37. cry was that over His beloved Jerusalem! 
“‘How oft would I have gathered you together, 

as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wing.” 

Peter ‘‘took Him,” rudely turned Him about 

and “rebuked Him.” His own brothers and 

Luke sisters concluded He was beside Himself 
21:37, and His mother shared this opinion! Who 
can understand the loneliness of the Man of 
Sorrows when often He spent the night in pray- 

er? “He went out and abode in the mount 

that is called the Mount of Olives.” Can you 

read here between the lines? “In the day time 

He was teaching in the temple,” and while 

John “every man went unto his own house,’ as 
7:53; 8:1 John tells us, “Jesus went unto the Mount 
of Olives” for “‘the Son of Man hath not where 

to lay His head.”” When tthe darkest days of 

Jesus came, one disciple “followed him afar 

off,” another betrayed Him and “all forsook 

Him and fled.” We firmly believe that if the 

angel had not opportunely appeared ““strength- 

ening Him” in the garden, He would not have 

lived to die on the cross. In the face of a pic- 
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Example of ture like this, does not shame burn into 
Patience. our souls when we think how we have 
whimpered about the lack of co-operation in 

good work? May the Lord forgive us. 


A HOLY BROTHERHOOD. 


As Jesus first taught us to call God “Fa- 
ther,” He consequently taught us that all men 
are brothers. So that the fatherhood of God 
includes also tthe brotherhood of man. He knew 
no brothers in the flesh. A\ll those were His 
brothers who did the will of His Father. Here 
indeed, is an exalted conception of earthly rela- 
tionships. He meant no rudeness to His pa- 
rents when He said: ““What have I to do with 
thee?” ‘tHe went to Nazareth and was sub- 
ject to them.” It is easy now to answer the 
question, “Who is my neighbor?” Like all 
great spiritual truths, this one has often brought 
trouble; because men have attempted to put on 
it the straight jacket of earth. 

The early church in her attempt tto hold all 
things in common, struck on this rock. Jesus 
does not teach that all men are equal. ‘This 

All Men _ misconception has brought the world much 
Equal? trouble. The parable of the Talents 
shows that we must recognize ithe varied capac- 

ities of men. While men may be equal in their 
inalienable rights, they are far from equal in 

their powers for either good or evil. Here is a 
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selfish spirit whose first and jealous care, is 
“number one.” ‘‘All men are equal; there- 
fore, an ignorant tramp though I am, I will 
come 'to my rights by what road I can; the rich 
must divide their money and the great, their 
throne of power.” In this selfish view 'the em- 
phasis is placed on the wrong word. ‘The 
word to be stressed is not “I am as good as you 
are,” but rather, ‘““You are as good as I am.” 
The failure to get this view point has brought 
revolution and baptized the world with blood. 
The Winner Let us do our part, my brothers, to 
Loses. teach the misguided that, while their in- 
herent rights and claims to God's mercy, are as 
clear in title as that of other men, to assert this 
right with a sword is to rob other people of 
their rights and, in a real sense, to lose their 
own. 
COMPENSATION. 

Under the laws of God, the rich and the 
powerful cannot escape responsibility. “Where 
much is given, much is required.” This ap- 
plies especially in the acceptance of spiritual 
truth. Here is found the cause of the “‘woes” 
that fell on Bethsaida and Chorazin. Note, 
there is a “woe” for each. Ass by the city, so 
by each man must be borne individual respon- 
sibility. The gospel is the “savor of death un- 
to death,” as well as “life unto life.” The 
same sun that melts the ice hardens the clay. 
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MIRACLES. 

When we remember our small contracted 
horizon or foggy ideas respecting, what we are 
pleased to call, “the laws of nature,” in contrast 
to the boundless, fathomless knowledge of God, 
we wonder why the fact of miracles should 
stagger any man’s faith. Let us remember that 


Laws of ““Hiis ways are not our ways’ and that 


Nature. 


the laws of nature, as we know them, are 
simply His accustomed ways of doing things. 
A few glimpses of His great program is given 
us, but just enough to preserve our lives and 
promote our happiness. We are the pin fish that 
swim on the surface, and not the great fish that 
go down among the clear, calm deeps of the ev- 
erlasting ocean of waters; and yet we dare talk 
learnedly about the great unfathomed deep and 
apply to it a few surface reflections we call “‘the 
laws of nature.” Ass we have seen, Jesus did 
not resort to miracles to prove His divinity. 
“Blessed are they who having not seen” these 
miracles, “yet believe.” This is not a question 
of spiritual faith but of historical belief. It is 
not a question of what God can do; it is a ques- 
tion of what God (in Christ) did do. It there- 
fore resolves itself into a question of Biblical 
historical criticism. Into this field we do not 
care to enter here. Those who, even in this 
age, “seek a sign” have placed undue impor- 
tance upon the fact of physical miracles. This, 
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however, is important; that we might see them 
as an exhibition of loving deeds that help to 
turn 'the light of heaven on Him who sat on the 
throne in the kingdom of love. 


VARIETY IN UNITY. 


In the study of His twelve disciples, we can 
easily see how impossible it is that we should 
ever reach uniformity in our religious manifes- 
tations. When they gather in the “mountain” 
in “Galilee” after the resurrection, we can well 
imagine how each expressed his joy. Pe- 
ter’s exaltation knew no bounds, and when it 
came to public profession “quenching the Spir- 
it” is a sin of which he was never guilty. An- 
drew, always quiet and busy, might have 
been seen in earnest conversation with a gentile 
friend. John is kneeling in silence at His 
feet, with heaving heart and upturned face 
bathed with tears. Thomas is silent. Of 
deep, thoughtful, meditative temperament, he 

was of that class of honest doubters with whom 
Uniformity. Jesus had profoundest sympathy. James, 
Uninimity. our Lord’s brother, and “Matthew, the 
Unity. Publican,” might have been seen pointing 
their Jewish friends to the risen Lord; the for- 

mer making his first profession of belief and the 

latter pointing out how this is an infallible proof 


that Jesus is the true Messiah. If Judas had 
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not been dead, poor wretch, he would 
have marred the occasion with hypocritical 
smirks and crocodile tears. We would not 
pray for religious uniformity, that were unde- 
sirable; nor for unanimity, that were impossi- 
ble; but for unity, for which our Lord prayed. 
The first would bring monotony; the second, 
stagnation; and the third, the millennium of a 
universal brotherhood. 


PILATE—-J UDAS. 


Let us call the name of one or two who 
played a tragic role in the mock trial. Pilate 
is a poor, miserable, time-serving _ politi- 
cian, who must conserve his own interests, who 
cringes to the powers higher up, and attempts 
to curry favor with the Jews, Rome, Christ, 
and himself. He acknowledges: “‘I find no 
fault with Him,” and then in the same breath 
outrageously asks that they “‘scourge Him.” 
He feared Jesus, as the private audience proves, 
and trembles before the bar of his own con- 
science, as the spectacular washing of his hands 
shows. If he could have served Christ that 
day without denying himself, the story had been 
different. 


The attempt at the service of two masters 


Judas. —_ was also the ruin of Judas. He had nev- 


er made complete surrender to Christ, and, so 
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long as no cross was in sight, the character of 
Judas remains dark. © When he imagined, 
however, that the kingdom was going to wreck, 
he began seizing the spoil. In the conflict be- 
tween mammon and Christ, the former won in 
his affection. He objects to the woman’s beau- 
tiful act, is found in Jerusalem selling his Lord, 
in shame he is dismissed at the last supper, and 
in the garden he betrays Him. Darker yet 
grows the picture. He is seized by remorse 
and throws down in desperation the blood mon- 
ey; then poor Judas goes out in utter despair 
and for him “‘it is night.” There is a whole 
destiny of difference between Judas and Peter. 
If you had stood by and heard Peter curse and 
deny, you perhaps, never could have had any 
hope for him. ‘““God looketh on the heart.” 
Judas had never made full consecration of him- 
self to Christ. From the day he left his nets, 
Peter had always loved his Lord. The ten- 
der, loving admonitions of Jesus at the last sup- 
per failed to rouse the dead conscience of Ju- 
das. What a flood of memory came over Pe- 
ter’s soul when the cock crew! As Jesus passed 
him by and looked on him, He found a heart 
ready to break with repentance. Peter “‘went 
out and wept bitterly,” but Judas “went and 
hanged himself.”” What a striking picture of 
the difference between genuine repentance of 
sin and hopeless remorse! 
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TWO SECRET DISCIPLES. 


Then let us notice two, of what some call, 
“‘the secret disciples’; namely, Nicodemus and 
Joseph of Arimathea. They were, so to 
speak, the pallbearers of Jesus. Nicodemus 
Nicodemus. “came to Jesus by night,” but Jesus 
does not rebuke him for this, nor pry into his 
motive for it, neither do I. He was a sincere 
man who felt the weight of his responsibility 
for his people’s good, and, with a true patniotic 
spirit, went to the great Teacher for help. He 
never asked the question he went to ask, for 
Jesus interposed with a more important one. 
Before the Sanhedrin, he defends Christ, as 
“Better Late did Joseph of Arimathea, a rich and 
than eminent member of tthat body. We 
Never.’’ often hear men say: “If you can’t throw 
roses in my path when living, don’t throw any 
on my coffin when I am dead.” Yet, when the 
final scene of the world’s tragedy is enacted, 
and all but a few faithful women had forsaken 
Him and fled, and Joseph “‘went boldly” and 
requested our Lord’s body for burial, and Nic- 
odemus came with “myrrh and aloes” to rever- 
ently join his brother in these tender ministra- 
tions, who, in the face of this, has a heart to 
criticise? The timely aid of Joseph in saving 
our Lord’s sacred body, perhaps from the ref- 
use heap of gehenna, and this beautiful tribute 
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ie? of love by Nicodemus will make us ever love 
their names and hold them in grateful memory. 


THE MATCHLESS LIFE. 


When we read this gospel aright, there is 
left in our hearts an unfading picture of that 
matchless life that, with a charm of compelling 
sweetness, lures us from the wrong and gives us 
dreams of an “inheritance incorruptible, unde- 
filed, and that fadeth not away.” What melt- 

Ecce Homo! ing compassion for the multitude! 
What a mighty protection for womanhood! 
What a tender love for little children! What 
a champion for the weak and poor! What a 
flood of light he pours upon the path that leads 
up through this world of sin and hate to the lis- 
tening ear of our loving heavenly Father! No 
wonder that at His baptism, “‘heaven was open- 
ed” and thus prophesied tthe day that all heav- 
enly blessing should come to His children. No 
wonder He said: ‘“I, if I be lifted up, will 
draw all men unto Me.” 

Just so certain as the shepherds of the poor 

A Divine were drawn from the Bethlehem hills and 
Magnet. the Magi, or the wise, were drawn from 
the East to His cradle, and Joseph of Arima- 

thea of the rich, and Nicodemus of the great, 

were drawn to His tomb, so shall men of every 

class and order to the end of time feel the mag- 
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netic force of His unspeakable love. No won- 
der Richter asks: ‘‘Who is this that, with 
pierced hands, lifts empires off their hinges?” 
De'we not feel the force of Napoleon Bona- 
parte’s estimate, when he said: “I know men 
and I tell you, Juses Christ is something more 
than a man.” Surely, this is God, who touches 
our crosses and they become our wings; our du- 
ties, and they become our joys. 


**Joy is a duty, so with golden lore, 

The Hebrew Rabbis taught in days of yore, 
And happy hearts heard in their speech, 
Almost the highest wisdom man can reach.” 


‘But one bright peak still rises far above 

And there, the Master stands whose name is 
Love, 

Saying to those whom heavy tasks employ, 

‘Life is divine when duty is a joy.’ ” 


With uncovered head and reverent heart, we 
are surely ready to answer with Peter: ““Thou 
art Christ, the Son of the Living God.” Like 

“I Bow the great artist, Parsifal, we bow- 
my Knees.”” ing our knees would finish the 
picture of this matchless One and, with 
the great apostle in the presence of 
Him for whom the “Heavens opened,” pray 
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that we “may be filled with all tthe fullness of 
God.” 


“All hail the power of Jesus’ ‘name, 
Let angels prostrate fall; 

Bring forth the royal diadem 

And crown Him Lord of all.” 
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Dr. John A. Broadus on Matthew (Am. Bap. So- 
ciety) is the best single commentary on this gospel. It 
is full, suggestive, and well arranged. He prepares us 
in his preface, for the denominational flavor we find in 
many places. 

Dr. John Peter Lange’s Matthew, while old, is not 
out of date. The language is somewhat stilted, but in 
broadness of vision, accuracy of scholarship, and in 
texual exegesis he is unsurpassed by none, possibly ex- 
cepting Meyer. 

Julicher’s Introduction to New Testament (Putnam 
Sons) is brilliant, and at times in flashes of interpreta- 
tion is startling in original conceptions. He is ever 
fearless and sometimes radical, but never satisfying. 

The fact is there is no wholly adequate commentary 
on Matthew. See introductions to N. T. by Zahn, 
Phillip Green, etc. See also Gospel History and 
Transmissions (Burkit). 

Dr. Munro on Matthew in Expositor’s Bible, has 
little original excepting a few chapters on the closing 
scenes of Christ’s life, but withal it is well written, It 
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has also the advantage of the masterful plan of that 
great work. 

Dr. T. C. Hall on Messages of Jesus (Scribner) is 
especially valuable as a harmony of the gospels. The 
arrangement is superb. 

See article in Hasting’s dictionary. Vol. III., page 
296. Matthew in Critical Commentary Series, by Dr. 
Allen, is disappointing, while Dr. Plummer’s supple- 
mentary volume, is helpful, especially the introduction. 

Vincent’s Word Studies (Scribner) for those who 
have only a working knowledge of Greek, is unsurpass- 
ed. He has the gift of choosing the right words for 
treatment, and of throwing the light in dark places only. 

Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon is indispensable. 

Westcott-Hort is the best Greek text. 

Books of the Maccabees, especially I. and II. 

Josephus’ complete works, Book XII. 

C. M. Grant—Between the Testaments. Work of 
the author excellent—of the publisher poor. 

Dr. David Geegg—Between the Testaments (Funk 
& Wagnalls). Brief and informing. 

Consult works on this period by Edwin Bevan, 
Schurrer, Stanley and Charles. 
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